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Welcome!
This catalogue, and the curriculum 
programs within, aim to help you in 
presenting the Christian faith and Christian 
thinking clearly and relevantly to the 
young lives in your care.

Our leading primary resource, Connect, 
is now 26 years young with sales 
approaching 6.5 million. Over the last 
year, we’ve produced new PowerPoint 
slides and coloured visual aids for every 
lesson and a new song (and video) for 
every term. You’ll find these resources at 
cepconnect.com.au—a free site—used by 
over 7000 registered teachers.

Two years ago, we 
revised The Good, 
the Bad and the 
Ethical. Last year, 
sales doubled. We’re 
sure you’ll love our 
new curriculum, 
A Doubter’s Guide to 
World Religions. John 
Dickson remains the 
highest selling Aussie 
Christian author and 
apologist with an 
extraordinary gift for 
clear, humourous 
and compelling 
communication. 
Turn to page 31 to read more about 
A Doubter’s Guide to World Religions.

With every new product and revision 
we undertake, we strive to give you the 
best pedagogy and the most compelling 
products. Your feedback and ideas on 
where we should be developing new 
resources are valued and welcome.

Have a great 2024! 
The team at CEP

We’re sure you’ll 
love our revised 
A Doubter’s Guide 
to World Religions 
Teacher’s manual 
and Student 
handbook (p. 31).
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View sample online 
http://cepstore.com.au/hello-God

Bible background 
In this unit the children will see examples of people 
who trusted God and explore what the Bible says 
about living for God.

The fi rst lesson focuses on Noah’s trust in God and 
the promise God made to Noah (Genesis 6:5—9:17). 
The children will see that God remained faithful to 
his promise, showing constant care for his people.

In Lesson 2 the children will hear that God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments—rules given to 
show God’s people how to live (Exodus 19–20:21). 
The focus of this lesson is to understand that God 
has told us how he wants his people to live, so 
the contents of the Ten Commandments are only 
briefl y explored in this lesson.

Lesson 3 explores the story of David and his trust 
in God as he defeated Goliath (1 Samuel 17:4–50). 
His dependence on God is highlighted and God’s 
character as faithful and promise-keeping is further 
exemplifi ed. God is shown to be a helper for his 
people, always present in times of need.

In Lesson 4 the children will be encouraged to trust 
Jesus in any situation. Luke 8:22–25 reveals Jesus’ 
power over all creation and his care for his friends 
when he calmed the storm.

Unit aim
 ■ The children will learn that God is faithful and 

can be trusted, while discovering what they can 
do to live for him.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit the children will:

 ■ know that God promises to care for his people
 ■ know that God has told his people how to live 
 ■ understand that God has kept all the 

promises he made to his people, showing 
he can be trusted

 ■ understand that Jesus taught us how to 
love, trust and obey God

 ■ know that God wants us to talk to him in prayer
 ■ appreciate that Jesus wants us to follow him 
 ■ make links with their own lives by being 

encouraged to trust and love Jesus.

Memory verses
Lessons 1–4
Trust the Lord! Psalm 27:14 (CEV)

Lessons 5–6
Jesus said to him, ‘Come with me’. 
Luke 5:27 (CEV)

Lessons 7–9
Pray about everything. Philippians 4:6 (CEV)

Lesson 10 
Love God and love each other! 1 John 4:21 (CEV)

Introduction
Trusting God 
and living for him

Unit

1

A  T I M E L I N E  O F
T H E  B I B L E

 (c2000–1900 BC) (c1520–1400 BC) (c1000 BC)  (930–587 BC) (c.0–AD 29) (c. AD 29–33) (c. AD 33–35) Present day
 Creation The fall Abraham Moses King David Exile to Babylon Jesus’ birth Jesus’ ministry Jesus’ death & resurrection The Church begins  God’s people today
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Game board
This pack contains one blank Game board entitled 
‘Trusting God and Living for him’.

The Game board will be used throughout the 
lessons to reinforce what has been learned. The 
children will also be encouraged to add their own 
drawings of what they have learned to their Game 
boards throughout the unit. This could be small 
pictures each week in part of the space provided, or 
new details added to one large picture each week.

At the end of the unit each child can take home 
their Game board as a reminder of what they 
learned about God and Jesus during the unit.

Photocopiable masters
Photocopiable masters have also been included 
with most lessons to provide extra craft activities 
to reinforce key learning concepts. They provide 
an opportunity for the child to add their own ideas 
and creativity to the picture from what they have 
learned in the story.

Purchase of the Hello God! Teacher’s pack entitles 
you to make one copy for each child in your group.

In Lessons 5 and 6 the children are invited to enter 
into the world of those who actually made contact 
with Jesus. The fi rst two are people who became 
his friends—Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38–42)—
while children are the subjects of Lesson 6 
(Luke 18:15–17).

Lesson 7 examines how Jesus prayed and 
introduces the children to the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mark 1:29–39; Luke 11:2–4). Children will be 
encouraged to speak to God using this prayer.

Lessons 8 and 9 look at the Lord’s Prayer in more 
detail. Lesson 8 focuses on thanking our loving 
God and asking him for all our needs while Lesson 
9 examines our need to say sorry and seek God’s 
forgiveness (Luke 11:2–4).

In Lesson 10 the children hear Jesus’ story of the 
Good Samaritan and are encouraged to love others 
as the Samaritan did (Luke 10:25–37).

Teacher’s posters
There is a Teacher’s poster to be displayed in each 
lesson, which illustrates the Bible theme being 
taught. These are useful for reinforcing teaching, 
summarising and recalling past lessons, and 
creating a colourful timeline of learning.

Unit 1 and the Bible
The markers on the timeline below show where this unit’s teaching fi ts into Bible history as a whole.

We encourage the children to understand that Jesus is the ‘centrepiece’ of God’s plan and that we can 
also be part of the plan by having faith in Jesus ourselves. As the children learn about God’s Son, Jesus, 
they will see that he was sent by God to teach people about God so that they can have a relationship 
with God, their Creator, who loves them.

(c2000–1900 BC) (c1520–1400 BC) (c1000 BC)  (930–587 BC) (c.0–AD 29) (c. AD 29–33) (c. AD 33–35) Present day
Creation The fall Abraham Moses King David Exile to Babylon Jesus’ birth Jesus’ ministry Jesus’ death & resurrection The Church begins  God’s people today
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U
nit 1  Introduction

Hello God!
Hello God! is a wonderful preschool program for children aged 3–5, designed to 
introduce them to a broad understanding of the Christian faith. The one-year 
curriculum (in two semesters) uses both Old and New Testament passages to look 
at themes such as God’s character, his world and promises, and what it means to 
trust him.

The Teacher’s pack includes a manual full of detailed preparation notes, 20 colour 
posters, lesson aims and outcomes, and a CD of age-appropriate songs and 
movement music.

Learning outcomes
By the end of Hello God!, students will:

• know that the Bible teaches that God created the world and everything in it,
humans choose to not obey him, and he sent his Son, Jesus, so we could once
again be his friends

• understand that God loves them, and is trustworthy and powerful

• consider how what they learn about God and Jesus affects their lives.

Duration
40 lessons per year offered in two semesters. 

Teacher’s pack (inc. manual, CD and Visual aids)  $54.95 each  
Semester 1  Code 3100 
Semester 2  Code 3103

Child’s component 
Semester 1  $3.25 each  Unit 1  Code 3101 
Semester 1 (one-time digital file)  $21.95 each  Unit 2  Code e3102 
Semester 2 (one-time digital file)  $21.95 each 
Unit 1  Code e3104  |  Unit 2  Code e3105

2

Preschool

http://cepstore.com.au/hello-God
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View sample online 
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	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
http://cepconnect.com.au (see pages 8–9) 

Game board
This pack contains one blank Game board entitled
‘Trusting God and Living for him’.

The Game board will be used throughout the
lessons to reinforce what has been learned. The
children will also be encouraged to add their own
drawings of what they have learned to their Game
boards throughout the unit. This could be small
pictures each week in part of the space provided, or
new details added to one large picture each week.

At the end of the unit each child can take home
their Game board as a reminder of what they
learned about God and Jesus during the unit.

Photocopiable masters
Photocopiable masters have also been included
with most lessons to provide extra craft activities
to reinforce key learning concepts. They provide
an opportunity for the child to add their own ideas
and creativity to the picture from what they have
learned in the story.

Purchase of the Hello God! Teacher’s pack entitles
you to make one copy for each child in your group.

In Lessons 5 and 6 the children are invited to enter
into the world of those who actually made contact
with Jesus. The first two are people who became
his friends—Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38–42)—
while children are the subjects of Lesson 6
(Luke 18:15–17).

Lesson 7 examines how Jesus prayed and
introduces the children to the Lord’s Prayer
(Mark 1:29–39; Luke 11:2–4). Children will be
encouraged to speak to God using this prayer.

Lessons 8 and 9 look at the Lord’s Prayer in more
detail. Lesson 8 focuses on thanking our loving
God and asking him for all our needs while Lesson
9 examines our need to say sorry and seek God’s
forgiveness (Luke 11:2–4).

In Lesson 10 the children hear Jesus’ story of the
Good Samaritan and are encouraged to love others
as the Samaritan did (Luke 10:25–37).

Teacher’s posters
There is a Teacher’s poster to be displayed in each
lesson, which illustrates the Bible theme being
taught. These are useful for reinforcing teaching,
summarising and recalling past lessons, and
creating a colourful timeline of learning.

Unit 1 and the Bible
The markers on the timeline below show where this unit’s teaching fits into Bible history as a whole.

We encourage the children to understand that Jesus is the ‘centrepiece’ of God’s plan and that we can
also be part of the plan by having faith in Jesus ourselves. As the children learn about God’s Son, Jesus,
they will see that he was sent by God to teach people about God so that they can have a relationship
with God, their Creator, who loves them.

(c2000–1900 BC) (c1520–1400 BC) (c1000 BC)  (930–587 BC) (c.0–AD 29) (c. AD 29–33) (c. AD 33–35) Present day
Creation The fall Abraham Moses King David Exile to Babylon Jesus’ birth Jesus’ ministry Jesus’ death & resurrection The Church begins  God’s people today
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U
nit 1

Introduction

Lesson 5

Beginning with God
Beginning with God is a one-year, stand-alone program which paints a big picture of 
the God of all creation and his unfolding plans, culminating in Jesus. 

The accompanying Student activity book contains a double-sided worksheet for each 
lesson, which is perforated so that students can take their work home each week. 

The Visual aid pack features 18 posters of the biblical events, characters and stories 
covered in the lessons. Digitised copies of all images are also included in the pack.

Learning outcomes
By the end of Beginning with God, students will:

• know that we learn about God, his plans and his Son Jesus, through the Bible

• be able to recall some of the teachings of Jesus, the things he did, and why his
death and resurrection is so important to Christians

• have a growing sense of God’s love for them and his desire to be their friend, and
know that this is only possible through Jesus.

Duration
40 lessons (1 year’s worth) in a single volume.

Teacher’s manual  $53.95 each  Code 17011 
Visual aid pack (inc. digitised images)  $41.95  Code 17000 
Digital Visual aid licence  $19.95 per teacher  Code e17000 
Student activity book  $5.85 each  Code 17012

Over 
515,000 

sold

3

Early Stage 1

https://cepconnect.com.au
http://cepstore.com.au/bwg
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More online resources support this unit
http://cepconnect.com.au (see pages 8–9) 
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View sample online 
http://cepstore.com.au/connect

Romans 6–7; 
Matthew 7:24–27

Lesson 14

Gospel obedience
Across

1. The wise man built his house upon this.

4. What you say when you have done something wrong.

7. Jesus is the best _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

Down

2.  When someone listens to Jesus and does 
what he says they _ _ _ _ him.

3.  God wants people to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to his love 
shown in Jesus.

5. When people trust and follow Jesus they have _ _ _ _ _.

6. The foolish man built his house upon this.

1 2

3

4 5 6

7

Use the picture clues to complete the Bible verse.

Word bank: obey, foundation, rock, sand, faith, sorry, respond

__ __       __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __       __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __      __ __ __        __ __ __ __      __ __ __        __ __ .

Draw and colour a house which is built on a strong foundation.

1   J __ __ __ 3:16 a (CEV)
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Romans 8:1–17 Lesson 15

The Bible says that God 
has given his people the 

Holy Spirit. Draw how 
this makes you feel.

Colour the shapes with a dot to reveal the message.
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Name:

OO
Lower Primary B2
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REVISED

2018

Connect
Connect is a three-year rotating curriculum covering Stages 1, 2 and 3.  
Across the six years of primary school students will work their way through the 
program and the entire biblical story twice, returning to familiar passages in their 
later years but at a deeper learning level.

Learning outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will have:

• knowledge and understanding, in relation to God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit,
ourselves and others, the world and the sources of knowledge about God

• skills, in relation to investigation, communication, participation and application

• values and attitudes, in relation to trusting God through faith in Christ, culture
and the world, social justice, stewardship and ecology, and learning.

Also included are numerous extension activities, discussion starters, multiple-
intelligence learning ideas, tips for teaching memory verses and songs, guides for 
praying, extra dramas and questions, and much more. 

Duration
40 lessons per year offered in two semesters (B1 and B2).

Teacher’s manual  $43.95 each 
Infants		 B1 Code 18311  |  B2 Code 18411 
Lower Primary	 B1 Code 18321  |  B2 Code 18421 
Upper Primary	 B1 Code 18331  |  B2 Code 18431

Student activity book  $3.85 each 
Infants		 B1 Code 18312  |  B2 Code 18412 
Lower Primary	 B1 Code 18322  |  B2 Code 18422 
Upper Primary	 B1 Code 18332  |  B2 Code 18432

Over 
6.35 

million 
sold

2024 is 
Connect 
Cycle B

4

Stages 1, 2 and 3

https://cepconnect.com.au
http://cepstore.com.au/connect


õ
View sample online 
http://cepstore.com.au/connect

	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
http://cepconnect.com.au (see pages 8–9) 
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Romans 8:1–17 Lesson 15

The Bible says that God 
has given his people the 

Holy Spirit. Draw how 
this makes you feel.

Colour the shapes with a dot to reveal the message.
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01_Angel appearing to Mary 02_Baby Jesus in the manger 03_Simeon with baby Jesus 04_Jesus as a boy in the temple

05_Jesus baptised 06_Flat-roofed house 07_Herod’s temple 08_Jesus and his disciples in a boat

09_The big catch of fi sh 10_Jesus calming the storm 11_The widow’s son 12_Jairus and his daughter

13_Jesus praying in the garden 14_Jesus arrested 15_The empty tomb 16_Women at the tomb

17_Abraham’s family tree  18_Abraham looking at stars 19_Isaac and Rebekah marry 20_Jacob and Esau—stew

21_Jacob and Esau—Isaac’s blessing 22_Joseph with his coat 23_Joseph meets his brothers again 24_Places Jesus travelled map

25_Characters 1 26_Characters 2 27_Characters 3 28_Characters 4

For use with Connect B1 Infants, Lower Primary 
and Upper Primary curriculum.

Connect Visual aids
These visual aids can be used across all three age learning levels and there are posters 
suitable for use in every lesson. The pack includes 24 A2-sized colour posters, plus 
digitised images of the posters and PowerPoint slides as downloads.

Visual aid pack  $43.95 each 
B1 Code 18300   |  B2 Code 18400 

The Digital visual aid licence gives you all the digital images as downloads for use in 
your multimedia presentations.

Digital visual aid licence  $19.95 per teacher 
B1 Code e18300   |  B2 Code e18400

Connect B explores how God makes and keeps his promises.
Students will learn about people who received promises from God and will come 
to understand that God’s promises can be trusted. They will learn how Jesus fulfils 
God’s promises and why people continue to trust Jesus today. 

B1—Combination of Old Testament and New Testament 
Term 1  Who is this man? (Luke’s Gospel) 
Term 2  God’s big promises—Abraham to Joseph

B2—Combination of Old Testament and New Testament 
Term 3  God keeps his promises—Moses to the Promised Land 
Term 4  God’s promises for the whole world—Romans

5
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More online resources support this unit
http://cepconnect.com.au (see pages 8–9) 
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View sample online 
http://cepstore.com.au/big-questions

Who knows you really well?

How have they come to know you well?

Are there some things no-one knows? 

e.g. my worst fear, my most embarrassing

moment, my dreams for the future, my …

Who    really knows me?

L E S S O N  2   Psalm 139:1–16, 23–24

2

The LORD is always near
1 You have looked deep into my heart, LORD, 
and you know all about me.
2 You know when I am resting or when I am working, 
and from heaven you discover my thoughts.
3 You notice everything I do and everywhere I go.
4 Before I even speak a word, you know what I will say,
5 and with your powerful arm you protect me from 
every side.
6 I can’t understand all of this!
Such wonderful knowledge is far above me.
7 Where could I go to escape from your Spirit 
or from your sight?
8 If I were to climb up to the highest heavens, 
you would be there.
If I were to dig down to the world of the dead you 
would also be there.
9 Suppose I had wings like the dawning day and flew 
across the ocean.
10 Even then your powerful arm would guide and
protect me.
11 Or suppose I said, ‘I’ll hide in the dark until night 
comes to cover me over’.
12 But you see in the dark because daylight and dark 
are all the same to you.
13 You are the one who put me together inside my 
mother’s body,
14 and I praise you because of the wonderful way 
you created me. Everything you do is marvellous! 
Of this I have no doubt.
15 Nothing about me is hidden from you! I was 
secretly woven together deep in the earth below,
16 but with your own eyes you saw my body being 
formed. Even before I was born, you had written in 
your book everything I would do.

23 Look deep into my heart, God, and find out 
everything I am thinking.
24 Don’t let me follow evil ways, but lead me
in the way that time has proven true. 

How does it make you feel to discover God 
knows so much about you? (Circle how you feel.)

Safe         Angry          Uncomfortable  

I don’t believe it    Good  Loved

     Encouraged  Bad  

I don’t care      Pleased     Ashamed

Here is a prayer you may 
like to quietly pray for yourself.

Lord, you know everything I do. 
Even before I was born you knew all about
my life. There is nowhere I can go that you 
cannot be with me. Help me to understand 
how great your love is for me. Amen.

→ KEY VERSEKEY VERSE
You have looked deep into my heart, LORD, 
and you know all about me. 
Psalm 139:1 (CEV)

Psalm 139 (CEV)

Psalm 139:1–16, 23–24    L E S S O N  2

What are four things Psalm 139 tells us 
about God?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Which verses in Psalm 139 do you like best? 
Why?

Did you learn something new about God? 
What?

3 

Big Questions
Big Questions is offered as an alternative to Connect for the final year of primary. 
It uses an open questioning style of learning where students share their own opinions 
and investigate the Bible looking at how its teachings intersect with our culture and 
what this means to them.

Big Questions tackles such issues as ‘What is God really like?’, ‘What does it mean to be 
human and made in God’s likeness?’, ‘How do I find meaning in my life?’, and ‘How do 
I make choices about my future?’.

Learning outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will have:

• knowledge and understanding, in relation to the character of God, the
uniqueness and value of humans, the historical reliability of the New Testament

• skills, in relation to handling the Bible with confidence, engaging in discussion,
investigation

• values and attitudes, in relation to the Christian view of life, how God changes
people, the value of relationships.

Duration
40 lessons per year offered in two semesters.

Teacher’s manual  $43.95 each  
Semester 1  Code 3201 
Semester 2  Code 3202

Student magazine  $5.45 each 
Semester 1  Code 3211 
Semester 2  Code 3212

Over 
300,000 

sold

6

Stage 3

https://cepconnect.com.au
http://cepstore.com.au/big-questions
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Additional visual resources
Each poster pack comes with a set of teacher's notes explaining the biblical content of 
each poster and a CD of the images in digital format.

Bible Events Poster pack
Thirty-two A5 posters of significant Bible events and people covering the creation of 
the world to Jesus’ second coming. Can be displayed as a timeline. 

$29.95  Code 1481

Bible Maps Poster pack
Twelve A2 maps for both Old and New Testament times, showing David and 
Solomon’s kingdoms, the twelve tribes of Israel, the places Jesus travelled, 
Paul’s missionary journeys and more.

$34.95  Code 1471

Bible Timeline Poster pack
Nine A2 posters depicting God’s big salvation plan from creation to the present day. 
The major events in the Bible are shown on the one long timeline.

$29.95  Code 1431

Digital visual resources
Each of these digital downloads contains over a hundred high resolution images in 
full colour ready to use in PowerPoint presentations or on an interactive whiteboard. 
Perfect for printing posters too. 

Bible Timeline, Events & Maps Visual aids (Digital) 
$49.95  Code e6223 
New Testament Visual aids (Digital)  
$49.95  Code e6202 
Old Testament Visual Aids (Digital)  
$49.95  Code e6200

7
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Your complete 
primary resources 
website
https://cepconnect.com.au

With over 7000 thousand active users, 
MyConnect is the most comprehensive online 
resource for primary Christian education. 

Whether you use Beginning with God, 
Connect or Big Questions, cepconnect.com.au 
is for you!

It’s got PowerPoints for each lesson, songs, 
videos, teaching tips, FAQs, plus the full Scope 
and sequence for each program and more. 

And it’s all free!

Sign up 
today!
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All our primary curricula are comprised of colour Student activity books with  
age-appropriate learning, extensive Teacher’s manuals with clear, structured lesson 
plans, multiple-intelligence extension exercises, music, prayers, drama and more.

õ
View Teacher’s manual and Student activity book samples online 
https://cepstore.com.au/primary

Since 1922

Curriculum 
Overview

Stages 1, 2 and 3

Connect 
Infants

Connect Infants—
Cycle B explores how 
God makes and keeps 
his promises through 
both the Old and 
New Testaments.

See pages 4–5.

Connect 
Upper Primary 

Connect Upper 
Primary—Cycle B. 
The same themes 
as Infants and 
Lower Primary, 
but at a Stage 3 
learning level.

See pages 4–5.

Beginning with God

Beginning with God is 
for students with little 
prior Bible knowledge. 
It introduces them to 
God’s unfolding plan 
throughout creation 
and his Son Jesus.

See page 3.

Connect 
Lower Primary

Connect Lower 
Primary—Cycle 
B. The same 
themes as Infants, 
but at a Stage 2 
learning level.

See pages 4–5.

Big Questions

An alternative 
curriculum to 
Connect for Stage 3, 
Big Questions uses 
a discussion-based 
format with plenty 
of open questions to 
get to the heart of 
what God is like, who 
Jesus is, and what 
this means for how 
we live.

See page 6.

Hello God!

The perfect 
introduction to the 
Christian faith. This 
program covers the 
themes of God’s 
character, his world 
and promises, and 
what it looks like to 
trust and live for him.

See page 2.

http://cepstore.com.au/primary


õ
View Teacher’s manual and Student handbook samples online 
https://cepstore.com.au/secondary

Our secondary resources are suitable for a range of year groups. They are of varied length 
and are designed to fit into your existing program. Each unit contains multiple activities 
built around each theme and subject to suit various learning styles. You will always have 
more material to choose from than you will need.

Stage 4
Stage 5

Finding Your Way

The perfect introduction 
for secondary Religious 
Education covering 
the whole sweep 
of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. 
All subsequent 
units can build on 
this foundational 
understanding.

See page 14.

Another 
Dimension

The incredible 
life offered 
through the lens 
of Jesus’ teaching 
at the Sermon on 
the Mount.

See page 16.

Your Sneaking 
Suspicions?

A questioning, 
challenging and 
apologetic look at 
the big questions 
of life and the 
claims of the 
Christian faith.

See page 18.

Radical Jesus 
Birth of a Nation 
Hard Core 
Christians

3 titles that examine 
the radical life 
Jesus led, how 
all Scripture 
foreshadowed and 
was fulfilled in him, 
and the nature of 
the Christian life.

See page 20.

Mistaken 
Identity?

Cover to 
cover through 
Mark’s Gospel 
examining 
Jesus’ purpose 
and identity.

See page 15.

War of the 
Spirit World

Making 
sense of the 
supernatural, 
evil, life after 
death, in light 
of the ultimate 
power of God.

See page 19.

The Psalms

Music and 
poetry as 
timeless 
worship of 
the God of 
the universe.

See page 17.

Think Faith 
—Stage 4

64 fully 
digitised 
lessons—
enough for 
all of Stage 4. 
Topics cover 
various 
books and 
personalities 
of the Bible 
and what the 
Christian life 
looks like.

See page 21.

Digital

http://cepstore.com.au/secondary


	Ǫ
In addition to the content within the Teachers manuals and Student handbooks,
thousands of extra free resources are waiting for you on the CEP Teachers Lounge 
https://cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

Stage 6

You: An 
Introduction

Human 
identity in a 
postmodern 
world.

See page 22.

No Turning Back

6 timeless themes 
from Ephesians 
that promise the 
most fulfilling 
life possible.

See page 27.

Big Calls 
Historical Jesus 
Looking for Life

3 titles that look 
at Jesus’ five bold 
‘I am’ statements, 
the historical life 
of Jesus, and the 
purpose of our lives 
according to Jesus.

See page 24.

The Good, 
the Bad and 
the Ethical

Systematic 
study of the 
major ethical 
frameworks—
contains multiple 
case studies.

See page 28.

If I Were God, 
I’d End All 
the Pain

The age-old 
struggle of 
humanity and 
suffering in 
the light of 
the comfort 
of Christ. 

See page 23.

Think Faith 
—Stage 5

64 fully digitised 
lessons—enough for 
all of Stage 5. Topics 
cover various books 
and personalities 
of the Bible and 
the nature of the 
Christian life.

See page 25.

Life in the 
Past Lane

Growth, conflicts, 
major figures 
and events of the 
church from Acts 
onwards and their 
impact on the 
present day.

See page 26.

Revised 
in 

2022

Digital

http://cepteacherslounge.com


10:10

Investigates 
Jesus’ 
extraordinary 
claim, ’I have 
come that you 
might have life 
to the full’ from 
John’s Gospel.

See page 35.

The Resurrection

Reviews and 
critiques every 
theory (including 
all the major 
alternatives to 
the traditional 
biblical view) 
of the physical 
resurrection of 
Jesus and the 
implications 
of each.

See page 29.

A Doubter’s Guide 
to World Religions

Explores the 
beginnings, 
history, central 
beliefs and 
famous followers 
of the world’s 
5 biggest faiths.

See page 31.

The Cross

Shows how the 
entire Bible is 
fulfilled through 
the execution of 
a Jewish rabbi 
on a hill outside 
Jerusalem.

See page 33.

A Spectator’s 
Guide to World 
Views

10 visions of life 
and truth as 
seen through 
the lenses of the 
dominant world 
views of our age.

See page 30.

Think Faith 
Seminars—
Stage 6

8 all new 
seminars, 
each on a ‘hot 
topic’ such as 
‘Jesus: myth, 
martyr or 
made-up?’ 
and  ‘Church: 
Social good 
or source 
of social 
injustice?’

See page 36.

The Spirit

Explores the 
breath hovering 
over the waters, 
the presence 
of God, the 
promised 
counsellor 
of Christ.

See page 34.

Hope for a 
Shattered 
World

Genesis 1–11: 
Creation 
to Babel. 
The Bible’s 
confusing, 
challenging 
yet hope-filled 
foundational 
opening.

See page 32.

Revised 
for 

2023

New for 
2023

THINK 
FAITH

SENIOR HIGH
SEMINARS

Digital



CEP offers you a complete digital solution for 
your secondary RE class.

All our secondary student handbooks are 
available as interactive PDFs. Whether you 
deliver them chapter by chapter via your 
computer, or host them in your school’s 
Learning Management System, they’ll work 
beautifully on iPads, laptops, in fact anything 
that can read a PDF. 

�� 

LMS

All purchasers of class sets get free sign-up 
to the CEP Teachers Lounge where you can 
access literally thousands of extra resources for 
your digital classroom including PowerPoints 
for each lesson, thought-provoking interviews 
and articles, formative assessments, plus all the 
Extra Resource activities contained within the 
Teacher’s manual.

If you need to deliver your secondary RE 
content digitally, CEP has got you covered.

Teachers Lounge

CEP recommends the use of Adobe Acrobat 
Reader to guarantee the best interactive 
experience for our digital student handbooks.

Sign up 
today!

Your complete 
digital solution
cepteacherslounge.com

Plus tons of links 
Articles, op-eds, image libraries, 
video clips, interviews and more.

PowerPoints

Unit overviews
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LMS

All purchasers of class sets get free sign-up 
to the CEP Teachers Lounge where you can 
access literally thousands of extra resources for 
your digital classroom including PowerPoints 
for each lesson, thought-provoking interviews 
and articles, formative assessments, plus all the 
Extra Resource activities contained within the 
Teacher’s manual.

If you need to deliver your secondary RE 
content digitally, CEP has got you covered.

Teachers Lounge

CEP recommends the use of Adobe Acrobat 
Reader to guarantee the best interactive 
experience for our digital student handbooks.

Sign up 
today!

Your complete 
digital solution
http://cepteacherslounge.com
CEP offers you a complete digital solution for 
your secondary RE class.

All our secondary student handbooks are 
available as interactive PDFs. Whether you 
deliver them chapter by chapter via your 
computer, or host them in your school’s 
Learning Management System, they’ll work 
beautifully on iPads, laptops, in fact anything 
that can read a PDF. 
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View sample online 
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	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
http://cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

7. MANY BOOKS

The Bible is a collection of many documents written between 
approximately 1500 BC and 90 AD. These books include different 
text types and are arranged with the different categories 
grouped together. 

Although written by many different human authors over such 
a long period of time, the Bible has a unified theme because it 
is really God’s message. This theme is a promise that God will 

rescue humanity from the consequences of rebelling against him. 
This promise is ultimately revealed through Jesus Christ.

Match the categories listed below to the correct sections of the 
Bible library.

GOSPELS  .  WISDOM AND POETRY

NT HISTORY  .  MAJOR PROPHETS

MINOR PROPHETS  .  PAUL'S LETTERS

OTHER LETTERS  .  PROPHECY  .  OT HISTORY

FINDING YOUR WAY 4

8. BEFORE YOU START

1.  ARE YOU READY TO FIND YOUR 
WAY AROUND THE BIBLE?

The books of the Bible are divided into chapters
and sentences or verses to help readers find 
specific sections.

PSALMPSALM 119: 119:105105

Name of 
the book 

of the 
Bible 

Chapter 
number 
of the 
book

Verse or 
sentence 
number 
of the 
chapter

Find the following references in the Bible to 
discover what they tell us about God and the Bible. 
Complete the chart below.

Bible reference 2 Timothy 3:16

OT or NT? Page number 
in your Bible

What it tells us …

Bible reference John 3:16

OT or NT? Page number 
in your Bible

What it tells us …

2. QUICK QUIZ

After looking over the information in this introduction, see if you can answer 
the following questions.

a. What do BC and BCE mean?

What do AD and CE mean?

b. Place these events in correct chronological order: 
____  Kings rule God’s people 
____  Jesus teaches people about God’s kingdom
____  Moses leads God’s people 
____  God makes promises to Abraham.

c. In what year did Jesus die and come back to life? 

d. Some books of the Old Testament are named after the people who wrote
them. Suggest six Old Testament books that have the author’s name.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

e. Some books of the New Testament are named after the places to which 
Christianity spread. Suggest four destinations to which letters were sent.

1.

2.

3.

4.

f. Write the name of a book of the Bible that belongs to the following 
types of writing. Indicate whether it is found in the Old Testament (OT)
or New Testament (NT).

Types of 
writing

Name of a book found 
in this category OT or NT?

LETTERS

Law

Gospel

MAJOR 
PROPHETS

History

g. In what part of the world did the events in the Bible take place?

Queen who gave 
a test to a king.

1 Kings 10:1-3

WEIRD WEIRD BUT TRUEBUT TRUE

INTRODUCTION—THE BIG PICTURE 5

Finding Your Way

Why  teach a Bible overview?
What’s the difference between the Old and New Testaments? Where does Jesus fit? 
This unit examines both the big picture themes and the individual stories of the Bible 
that students may (or may not) have come across in their primary years and shows 
how one story links them all together.

How does Finding Your Way fit within a broader RE program? 
This is the perfect introduction for secondary Religious Education, covering the whole 
sweep of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. All subsequent units can build on this 
foundational understanding.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• identify the flow of the biblical story and acknowledge that the Bible portrays
God as both righteous judge and merciful rescuer

• give a brief explanation of the history of the Bible, including who wrote the
various parts and when they were written

• explain in a nutshell how Jesus’ coming was the fulfilment of many promises
made to men such as Abraham and Moses thousands of years before his birth.

Duration
9 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5568 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5569 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e5569

Over 
40,000 

sold
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	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
http://cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

20 Mist ake n  IDENTIT Y?

5. MIR ACLE ON
THE  L AKE

 📔 Read 6:45-56.
Fill in the speech bubbles for the text that 

is missing. Try to be true to the meaning 

of the story as it is told by Mark.

What does this incident tell us about:

 LOCATION-PIN-SLASH Jesus?

 LOCATION-PIN-SLASH the disciples?

6. THE BAT TLE HEATS UP
Jesus had come into conflict with the Pharisees before. 
Now things started to get even more serious.

 📔 Read 7:1-8.
What complaint did the Pharisees have about Jesus and his disciples?

Write your own version of Jesus’ reply to them in verses 6 and 7.

What does this passage tell us about what Jesus thinks of people who ‘honour him with 
their lips’ or say the right things without their hearts being in it?

How would a person’s life look these days if their heart was ‘in it’ in trying to honour God?

Note: The traditions of the elders were additions to the Law 

of Moses that God had given the Israelite people to follow. These ‘traditions’ 

come under sharp criticism from Jesus here as deviations from the true spirit of the 

Law. Jesus has no time for human-made religious rules that disregard care for people.

LESSON 3— COLLISION COURSE 21

7. A NEW AGE DAWNS
7A. ANNOUNCEMENT

 📔 Read 7:14-19.
What announcement does Jesus 

make here?

What was the significance of this 

announcement?

 📔 Read 7:20-23. 
Make a list of things that defile a 

person, that Jesus says comes out of 

people’s hearts.

7B. DIARY ENTRY
Write a diary entry for one of the Pharisees on the day of the exchange with Jesus (7:1–16). 
Try to include some of the outrage that such a person would have felt at Jesus’ words.

Dear diary ...

8. ANOTHER FEAST 

 📔 Read 8:1-10.
Draw symbols in the boxes below to represent the events of the feeding of the four 

thousand. Try to make the symbols representative of the action in the story. You may use 

very brief notes to explain the symbol in the box.

(vv 1–3) (v 4) (vv 5–8) (vv 9–10)

LESSON 3—COLLISION COURSE 21

7.A NEW AGE DAWNS
7A. ANNOUNCEMENT

📔Read 7:14-19.
What announcement does Jesus

make here?

What was the significance of this

announcement?

📔Read 7:20-23.
Make a list of things that defile a

person, that Jesus says comes out of

people’s hearts.

7B.DIARYENTRY
Write a diary entry for one of the Pharisees on the day of the exchange with Jesus (7:1–16).
Try to include some of the outrage that such a person would have felt at Jesus’ words.

Deardiary...

8.ANOTHERFEAST

📔Read 8:1-10.
Draw symbols in the boxes below to represent the events of the feeding of the four

thousand. Try to make the symbols representative of the action in the story. You may use

very brief notes to explain the symbol in the box.

(vv 1–3) (v 4) (vv 5–8) (vv 9–10)

Mistaken Identity?

Why teach cover to cover through Mark’s Gospel?
Everything Jesus does and teaches, and what happens to him, is put in context 
through the narrative flow, providing a clear picture of Jesus’ purpose and identity.

How does Mistaken Identity? fit within a broader RE program?
Students look into the life of Jesus—his claims, his profound teachings, where he 
went and who he spoke to—and the significance of it all. The teaching in this unit 
(along with Finding Your Way) forms a crucial foundation for secondary Religious 
Education which can be referred to throughout a student’s life.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• understand the way a Gospel works and clearly comprehend the claims of Jesus

• analyse the artistry and intention of the writer in compiling the narrative of
Jesus’ life

• be able to appreciate how the Gospel of Mark fits into the Bible as a whole.

Duration
9 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5571 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5572 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e557

Over 
82,000 

sold

15

Stages 4–5

https://cepteacherslounge.com
http://cepstore.com.au/stage4


õ
View sample online
http://cepstore.com.au/stage4

	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer

(1906–1945)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Christian pastor in Germany during 

the rise of Hitler and World War II. He became more and more 

troubled at the beliefs and behaviour of the Nazis. Eventually 

he decided he must take a stand against them. He began 

to help Jews who were threatened by the Gestapo and to 

support those who worked against Hitler. He wrote extensively 

on the Jewish issue in Nazi Germany, urging the Church 

to act in their defence. He spoke publicly against the Nazi 

government on many occasions at considerable risk to himself. 

His efforts led to his arrest in 1943. He was kept in a prison 

camp and finally executed just days before the Allies freed the 

camp in 1945.

Years before these events, however, Bonhoeffer studied the 

Bible closely and learned about what God said about forgiving 

one’s enemies. This was how Bonhoeffer expressed his 

understanding of Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:44, ‘Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you’:

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth’. But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them
the other CHEEK also. And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42

Don’t get mad. Get even.

Robert Kennedy

US Attorney General, US Senator

and brother of US President, John F Kennedy

Nonviolence means avoiding not only
external physical violence but also internal
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to

shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.

Martin Luther King Jnr

US preacher and social justice activist

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43–48

Our enemy is seeking our harm;
we must seek his good.

Forgiveness is an act of the will,
and the will can function regardless

of the temperature of the heart.

John Stott

UK preacher and author

Corrie Ten Boom

Former concentration camp prisoner, writer, speaker

This is the supreme command. 
Through the medium of prayer 

we go to our enemy, stand by his 
side, and plead for him to God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

What I’m saying is Grow up. You’re
kingdom subjects. Now live like

it. Live out your God-created
identity. Live generously and

graciously towards others, the
way God lives towards you.

Matthew 5:48 

(MSG)

But the expert in the law wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus,

‘And who is my neighbour?’

‘Which of these three do you think
was a neighbour to the man who fell

into the hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied,
‘The one who had mercy on him’.

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’.

Luke 10:29

Luke 10:36–37

Bonhoeffer then experienced firsthand the challenge of 

obeying Jesus’ words and living this out in an extremely 

dangerous situation. 

12. How did Bonhoe� er understand his role in ‘praying for his 

enemies’?

13. ‘Prayer is for the weak.’ Discuss why some people might 

think this is the case.

�

�

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth’. But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them
the other CHEEK also. And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42

Don’t get mad. Get even.

Robert Kennedy

US Attorney General, US Senator

and brother of US President, John F Kennedy

Nonviolence means avoiding not only
external physical violence but also internal
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to

shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.

Martin Luther King Jnr

US preacher and social justice activist

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43–48

Our enemy is seeking our harm;
we must seek his good.

Forgiveness is an act of the will,
and the will can function regardless

of the temperature of the heart.

John Stott

UK preacher and author

Corrie Ten Boom

Former concentration camp prisoner, writer, speaker

This is the supreme command.
Through the medium of prayer

we go to our enemy, stand by his
side, and plead for him to God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

What I’m saying is Grow up. You’re
kingdom subjects. Now live like

it. Live out your God-created
identity. Live generously and

graciously towards others, the
way God lives towards you.

Matthew 5:48 

(MSG)

But the expert in the law wanted to 
justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 

‘And who is my neighbour?’

‘Which of these three do you think
was a neighbour to the man who fell

into the hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied,
‘The one who had mercy on him’.

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’.

Luke 10:29

Luke 10:36–37

Read Luke 10:25–37. 

14. What did the man correctly see as the way for him to 
inherit eternal life?

Part 1:

Part 2:

15. What do you think of Jesus’ reply? How possible is it for 
us—if this is the standard—to inherit eternal life? Can 
anyone love like this?

16. Why do you think the man asked Jesus, ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’

17. What would be a modern example of people who would 
be considered enemies showing kindness to one another?

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth’. But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them
the other CHEEK also. And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42

Don’t get mad. Get even.

Robert Kennedy

US Attorney General, US Senator

and brother of US President, John F Kennedy

Nonviolence means avoiding not only
external physical violence but also internal
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to

shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.

Martin Luther King Jnr

US preacher and social justice activist

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43–48

Our enemy is seeking our harm;
we must seek his good.

Forgiveness is an act of the will,
and the will can function regardless

of the temperature of the heart.

John Stott

UK preacher and author

Corrie Ten Boom

Former concentration camp prisoner, writer, speaker

This is the supreme command.
Through the medium of prayer

we go to our enemy, stand by his
side, and plead for him to God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

What I’m saying is Grow up. You’re
kingdom subjects. Now live like

it. Live out your God-created
identity. Live generously and

graciously towards others, the
way God lives towards you.

Matthew 5:48 

(MSG)

But the expert in the law wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus,

‘And who is my neighbour?’

‘Which of these three do you think 
was a neighbour to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied, 
‘The one who had mercy on him’.

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’.

Luke 10:29

Luke 10:36–37

�

�

ANOTHER DIMENSION 22

Forgiveness

—it takes time …

The Bible does not pretend that loving our enemy is easy. But 
followers of Jesus are to work towards forgiveness. 

The key to learning to forgive others and to love our enemies is 
to realise how much we ourselves have been forgiven by God. 

Sometimes we need to forgive ourselves too! We might need 
to let go of our own past failures and fully accept God’s free 
and loving forgiveness. 

Forgiving and loving our enemies does not mean we have to 
pretend that what has been done to us is no big deal, or that it 
doesn’t really matter. No, God knows how much wrongdoing 
matters—the cross of Jesus proves it. The first step in the 
process of forgiveness is being honest about how badly we 
have been hurt. The next step is to decide to stop the cycle 
of bitterness and hatred and the desire for revenge. Forgiving 
those who have hurt us frees us from the hurt, even if we 
can’t guarantee the relationship will be mended.

Forgiveness doesn’t usually happen all at once, especially if 
the hurt is deep.

There are stages in forgiveness and it takes time to move from 
hurt to healing. Sometimes we need help to get through this. 
We may simply start with the prayer, ‘I’m willing to start on 
the path of forgiveness and love. Please help me!’

Think about your own relationships. If you are a follower of 
Jesus, then this is Jesus’ challenge:

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth’. But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them
the other CHEEK also. And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42

Don’t get mad. Get even.

Robert Kennedy

US Attorney General, US Senator

and brother of US President, John F Kennedy

Nonviolence means avoiding not only
external physical violence but also internal
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to

shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.

Martin Luther King Jnr

US preacher and social justice activist

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43–48

Our enemy is seeking our harm;
we must seek his good.

Forgiveness is an act of the will,
and the will can function regardless

of the temperature of the heart.

John Stott

UK preacher and author

Corrie Ten Boom

Former concentration camp prisoner, writer, speaker

This is the supreme command.
Through the medium of prayer

we go to our enemy, stand by his
side, and plead for him to God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

What I’m saying is Grow up. You’re 
kingdom subjects. Now live like 

it. Live out your God-created 
identity. Live generously and 

graciously towards others, the 
way God lives towards you.

Matthew 5:48 

(MSG)

But the expert in the law wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus,

‘And who is my neighbour?’

‘Which of these three do you think
was a neighbour to the man who fell

into the hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied,
‘The one who had mercy on him’.

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’.

Luke 10:29

Luke 10:36–37

The ultimate example of love for enemies was shown by 
Jesus. Jesus prayed for those who were executing him, 
‘Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing’ (Luke 23:34).

In this way Jesus showed us what God is like. Romans 5:6–8 
says that while we were still sinners, enemies of God, Jesus 
died for us.

18. Express your response to this example of Jesus. Why do 
you think Jesus could pray that God would forgive those 
who were executing him?

19. How do you understand the relationship between 
forgiveness and justice? Can you forgive someone when 
there is no justice? If justice is done, do you ‘need’ 
forgiveness too? Why/Why not?

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth’. But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them
the other CHEEK also. And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Matthew 5:38–42

Don’t get mad. Get even.

Robert Kennedy

US Attorney General, US Senator

and brother of US President, John F Kennedy

Nonviolence means avoiding not only
external physical violence but also internal
violence of spirit. You not only refuse to

shoot a man, but you refuse to hate him.

Martin Luther King Jnr

US preacher and social justice activist

You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43–48

Our enemy is seeking our harm;
we must seek his good.

Forgiveness is an act of the will, 
and the will can function regardless 

of the temperature of the heart.

John Stott

UK preacher and author

Corrie Ten Boom

Former concentration camp prisoner, writer, speaker

This is the supreme command.
Through the medium of prayer

we go to our enemy, stand by his
side, and plead for him to God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

What I’m saying is Grow up. You’re
kingdom subjects. Now live like

it. Live out your God-created
identity. Live generously and

graciously towards others, the
way God lives towards you.

Matthew 5:48 

(MSG)

But the expert in the law wanted to
justify himself, so he asked Jesus,

‘And who is my neighbour?’

‘Which of these three do you think
was a neighbour to the man who fell

into the hands of robbers?’

The expert in the law replied,
‘The one who had mercy on him’.

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’.

Luke 10:29

Luke 10:36–37

20. What di� erence would it make in your life and
relationships if you would ‘will your heart’ to forgive like 
this? How does prayer help?

Be honest with God about why this command is 

hard for you. Consider taking the first step 

by saying, ‘I’m willing to start on the path of 

forgiveness and love. Please help me!’

�

�

�

23 LESSON 4-LOVE FOR MY ENEMY?

Another Dimension

Why teach the Sermon on the Mount?
Here are some of the most challenging, inspiring, encouraging and profound words 
ever uttered. Jesus’ teaching impacts our relationships, our major life choices and, 
most profoundly of all, our view of ourselves.

How does Another Dimension fit within a broader RE program?
At an age when many students are making decisions that will shape the type of 
person they will become, the Sermon on the Mount offers a clear and life-affirming 
picture of Jesus’ view of reality, a reality he alone can offer.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• identify points of contrast between Jesus’ teaching and that of our
contemporary culture

• demonstrate how the teaching of Jesus could apply to ‘real life’ examples

• reflect on and identify how their attitudes and actions could change in response 
to Jesus’ demands.

Duration
7 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5550 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5551 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e5551

Over 
28,000 

sold
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psalm seventy-three

*

GOD, AM I AN IDIOT?
I f  you somet imes th ink  i t  seems crazy  to  fo l low God ,  you ’ re  not  a lone.

what do you think?

* What question did people start asking the 

songwriter when he decided to follow God? 

___________________________________________

* What question did he start asking himself?

___________________________________________

* What feeling does this show? 

___________________________________________

* But what do the other lyrics show about what he 

came to feel? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

* Do any parts of the song reflect how you might 

think or feel about God?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Listen to ‘Getting into you’ by 

Relient K and read the lyrics.

FACT oror fiction?

lessonone

C h a pte r  o n e  -  7

psalm seventy-three

*

GOD, AM I AN IDIOT?
If you sometimes think it seems crazy to follow God, you’re not alone.

what do you think?

* What question did people start asking the 

songwriter when he decided to follow God? 

___________________________________________

* What question did he start asking himself?

___________________________________________

* What feeling does this show? 

___________________________________________

* But what do the other lyrics show about what he 

came to feel? 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

* Do any parts of the song reflect how you might 

think or feel about God?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Listen to ‘Getting into you’ by 

Relient K and read the lyrics.

FACTor orfiction?

lesson one

Chapter one - 7

The Psalms

Why teach on the Psalms?
Music and poetry are an innate human response to the God of the universe. In this 
unit, the themes, longings and cries of joy of seven psalms are explored and compared 
to the stories and songs of people today. 

How does The Psalms fit within a broader RE program?
Music has offered comfort and joy to Christians from the earliest days. Through the 
poetry of the Psalms (and corresponding contemporary songs) students will learn 
profound biblical truths in new ways, the words of which can remain with them for 
a lifetime.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• explain what a psalm means by identifying its key elements and how these
elements connect with each other

• interpret a psalm in light of its poetic genre

• reflect clearly on their own circumstances and consider the implications of the
Psalms for their own lives.

Duration
7 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 487 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4871 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4871
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THE BEAUTY MYTH

My role models

What they are famous for

‘It’s possible to have such an unhealthy 
emphasis on our outside appearance that 
the “inside” wastes away.’ (page 24)

Describe a healthy attitude to our outside 
appearance.

Character

What things tell us that our society is obsessed with 
image and having the right ‘look’? 

How do you react to the author’s opinion about the danger of an 
overemphasis on appearance? 

Image and ‘the look’

Character v ‘the look’ K

‘That’s just something 

ugly people say’

(Jim Carrey in Liar Liar in 

response to his son’s question 

‘Isn’t real beauty on the inside?’)1
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It was reported in Who 
Magazine that in June 
2004 just after her high 
school graduation, Mary 
Kate Olsen was committed 
to a treatment centre. 
Increasingly thin and clearly 
unhealthy, Mary Kate 
appears to share a common 
problem for young people
—an eating disorder. 
‘They finally reached the 
point where they had to 
act. They didn’t want to 
find her dead on the floor 
from not eating.’

(Who magazine)2  ‘T
h
e 

lo
ok

’ t
h
at

 k
il

ls

Psalm 139:13–16 Matthew 6:19–24

God’ s picture of life, us and his kingdom

Write down the ‘big picture’ messages these 
Bible passages have for us.

Proverbs 31:30

What Tiffany discovered
(Read pages 21–22 and 30–31.)
What things did Tiffany feel she had learned through her experiences? 

Costs of the body beautiful 
(pages 25–30)

My life:
Thinking big, 

not small 

TH
E 

of all

Checking 
out my focus

Focusing on how I look

Good stuff Bad stuff

What do you think about Jesus’ advice to ‘seek his kingdom’?

n

t £5

Your Sneaking Suspicions?

Why teach on a personal investigation into religion and Christianity?
This fun thematic look at some of life’s biggest questions, such as ‘Why are we here?’ 
and ‘How do I find meaning?’, clears a path to a more serious consideration of religion 
in general and the Christian message in particular. 

How does Your Sneaking Suspicions? fit within a broader RE program? 
This unit shows students that the Christian faith is more than resilient—it offers 
answers where it matters. The wide range of popular objections and challenges 
explored leads into the broad themes of faith before examining the life of Christ.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• articulate various popular responses to, and views on, such issues as the purpose
of sex, the value of beauty, and why there is suffering in the world

• give their opinion on a number of these issues and give reasons to support these
held views

• explain the author’s argument regarding the wisdom of looking into the claims
of Jesus.

Duration
16 lessons offering at least two terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 558 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 559 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e559 
A Sneaking Suspicion (textbook)*  $14.95  Code 5601

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy
—as well as their own Student handbook.

Over 
54,000 

sold
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War of the Spirit World

Why teach on the supernatural?
From Harry Potter to Stranger Things, our culture has an insatiable appetite for the 
other-worldly. It’s no surprise, then, that questions around the supernatural, evil, the 
nature of life after death, and the power and purpose of God abound, both among 
believers and non-believers alike. This unit offers the Bible’s perspective on what is real, 
what has no power over us, and where the world is heading.

How does War of the Spirit World fit within a broader RE program?
Among many teens the supernatural holds a particular fascination. Over time, false 
ideas in this area can lead to much fear and uncertainty. This unit puts all the weird 
stuff in its proper place so students can understand that God is indeed in control and 
has a secure future for them.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• appreciate that the Bible gives us an understanding of certain elements about
end times, but does not give us exact dates and intricate details

• recognise that God deals with his creation justly

• understand that God is sovereign so we do not need to fear the evil one.

Duration
8 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 497 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4971 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4971
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The Jesus Foundation series

Birth of a Nation
5 lessons on the story of the Exodus 
seen within the context of Jesus’ 
teachings and his claim that all 
Scripture testified about, and was 
fulfilled in, him. The Teacher’s manual 
includes DreamWorks’ The Prince of 
Egypt DVD.

Duration
5 lessons offering 1 term’s worth 
of work.

Teacher’s manual  $35.95  Code 496A 
Student handbook  $6.45  Code 4961 
Digital student handbook  $5.95   
Code e4961

Radical Jesus
From his birth to his miracles, wisdom, 
execution and ascension, Radical Jesus 
challenges students to consider the 
significance of Jesus’ life. The Teacher’s 
manual includes the Jesus: Life of 
Christ DVD.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth 
of work.

Teacher’s manual  $35.95  Code 565 
Student handbook  $10.45  Code 5651 
Digital student handbook  $9.95   
Code e5651

Hard Core Christians
5 lessons that explore the five core 
disciplines every Christian needs to 
grow into maturity: faith, obedience, 
prayer, reading God’s word, and 
meeting with other Christians.

Duration
5 lessons offering 1 term’s worth 
of work.

Teacher’s manual  $21.95  Code 493 
Student handbook  $6.45  Code 4931 
Digital student handbook  $5.95   
Code e4931
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1. �WHICH�WAY�IS�THE�
PATTERN MOVING? 
� To the left
� To the right

2. �WHAT�DO�YOU�SEE? 
� Three clay columns
� Two people talking

3. �WHAT�DO�YOU�SEE? 
� A rabbit
� A duck

4. �WHAT�DO�YOU�SEE? 
� A wine glass
� Two faces

5. �WHICH�DIRECTION�IS�THIS�
PICTURE LOOKING? 
� Up the staircase 
� Down the staircase

6. �WHICH�WAY�ARE�THE�
CIRCLES TURNING?
� To the left 
� To the right

ORIGIN: where do we come from?

MEANING: what is the reason for living?

MORALITY: how should we treat others?

DESTINY: what happens to us in the future?

ORIGIN
MEANING
MORALITY
DESTINY

The set of beliefs 
that help us to  

see the world in  
a certain way. 

WORLD

VIE W S

SEEING Look at the optical illusions
and write your answers below.

L:1 
© CEP 2017—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

TO LEAVE

The idea that God is the Creator of everything is …

Understanding our origin influences the way we treat each other …

The Bible provides important answers to world view questions …

I think the creation story deals mainly with the world view question about … 

ORIGIN   MEANING   MORALITY   DESTINY

The creation story shows that God is … 

The activity that most helped me understand the lesson was …

One thing that stood out for me today was …

Circle each of the 
following words 
and count how 

many times they 
appear in the 

puzzle. 

WORD 
FIND

ORIGIN

MEANING

MORALITY

DESTINY 

Name: _________________________________________________

Word Search

G L B U Z M O R A L I T Y R O M T Y

N Y I M E A N I N G X M W I R E C B

W P O R I G I N C W M I V G I A J X

D M M O R A L I T Y H O S G G N D Y

M E O N O R I G I N B B R N I I R P

E A S R I O O R I G I N E A N N R K

A N Z T A I O R I G I N A P L G A D

N I T D I L D E S T I N Y U D I W M

I N T F G N I B L D E S T I N Y T O

N G F L H C Y T M E A N I N G C R Y

G D T K Z A N W Y M O R A L I T Y S

R T D E S T I N Y D E S T I N Y O C

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
MEANING
MEANING

MEANING
MEANING
MEANING
MORALITY
MORALITY
MORALITY
MORALITY

MORALITY
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

1:1 
© CEP 2017—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

TO LEAVE

The idea that God is the Creator of everything is …

Understanding our origin influences the way we treat each other …

The Bible provides important answers to world view questions …

I think the creation story deals mainly with the world view question about … 

ORIGINMEANINGMORALITYDESTINY

The creation story shows that God is … 

The activity that most helped me understand the lesson was …

One thing that stood out for me today was …

Circle each of the 
following words 
and count how 
many times they 

appear in the 
puzzle. 

WORD
FIND

ORIGIN

MEANING

MORALITY

DESTINY 

Name: _________________________________________________

Word Search

GLBUZMORALITYROMTY

NYIMEANINGXMWIRECB

WPORIGINCWMIVGIAJX

DMMORALITYHOSGGNDY

MEONORIGINBBRNIIRP

EASRIOORIGINEANNRK

ANZTAIORIGINAPLGAD

NITDILDESTINYUDIWM

INTFGNIBLDESTINYTO

NGFLHCYTMEANINGCRY

GDTKZANWYMORALITYS

RTDESTINYDESTINYOC

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and.

DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
DESTINY
MEANING
MEANING

MEANING
MEANING
MEANING
MORALITY
MORALITY
MORALITY
MORALITY

MORALITY
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN
ORIGIN

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

1:1
©CEP2017—ISSUEDUNDERLICENCE FOR2023SCHOOL YEARONLY

GENESIS 1—12:3
Seeing the world 

THINK 
FAITH

UNIT 4 STAGE 4A
Years 7–8

Digital

Think Faith
Think Faith is a flexible, fully digitised curriculum containing teaching plans, lesson 
tips, PowerPoints, video links and printable student worksheets. There are 4 units per 
year level, each containing 8 lessons.

Think Faith is issued for one calendar year and priced on the number of students being 
taught. A licence gives you access to the full catalogue of Think Faith lessons for Stage 4.

Stage 4A

Unit 1: An introduction to the Bible 
Students explore why the Bible is the 
word of God and the foundation for 
Christian living. 

Unit 2: Mark 
Mark’s Gospel examines the 
unexpected life of Jesus and 
stresses the importance of not 
misunderstanding him.

Unit 3: Paul in Acts 
The transformation of a murderer into 
Jesus’ proclaimer and the explosion of 
Christianity across the ancient world.

Unit 4: Genesis 1—12:3 
Four fundamental world view questions 
about origin, meaning, morality and 
destiny are examined against the 
opening backdrop of Genesis.

Stage 4B

Unit 1: The Bible tells one big story 
An overview of the epic biblical story 
with a focus on the climax as told 
through the gospel narratives.

Unit 2: Matthew 
The life of the promised King. What is it 
like to walk with Jesus? Do we give up 
when we find him too challenging? Or 
will we follow him to death for eternity?

Unit 3: Peter in Acts 
Peter’s wonderful transformation as he 
steps out in generosity and love to tell 
the world of the risen Jesus.

Unit 4: Jonah 
The story of this conflicted prophet 
challenges us to rethink our 
preconceptions of God and his concern 
and will for humanity.

Duration 
8 lessons each, offering 1 year’s worth of work.

Stage 4 (Years 7–8)  $21.95 per student, per year  Code e476C
Seminar 

material is 
also available.

Contact us 
for details.
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Chapter 3

Life

What would you do?
Read ‘Life in Kolding’ in Chapter 3 of You: An Introduction.

 Imagine you were standing in front of a goldfi sh in a blender in Marco Evaristti’s 
exhibition. What would tempt you to press the button? What would hold you back?

PRESS
THE BUTTON

DON’T PRESS 
THE BUTTON

Read ‘Loving life’ in Chapter 3 of You: An Introduction.

Refl ect on the amazing story of the Argentinian rugby team. IF YOU WERE 
A SURVIVOR OF THAT CRASH, WHAT THINGS DO YOU THINK WOULD 
MAKE YOU CLING TO LIFE? WHAT MIGHT TEMPT YOU TO GIVE UP?

12 CHAPTER 3

‘... using the destruction of another living being for 
entertainment feels like a crime against life itself.’ You: An 

Introduction, page 18.

 Do you agree? Mark your answer on the scale below.

1 2 3 4 5

 Explain your answer.
‘Usually human beings are desperate 

to preserve the life they have … It’s an 
instinctive perception we all have in us: 
life is better than not-life. The human 

survival instinct is remarkable.’ 
You: An Introduction, page 22

STRONGLY
AGREE

AGREE UNSURE DISAGREE STRONGLY 
DISAGREE

Life as we know it
 Imagine the writers of the Macquarie Dictionary have approached you 

to write a defi nition of the word ‘life’. What would your defi nition be?

LIFE NOUN 1.

Jensen points out a conundrum in the world’s thinking: we love life and will cling 
to it at any cost, but then we also destroy life, sometimes without thinking twice. 
Yet we read in Genesis 2:4–7 that God created all life. 

‘You share life with the plants and animals, but you 
are not like them. Human life is a different sort of life.’ 
You: An Introduction, page 26

 In groups, read different parts of Genesis 1–2. What differences can you see 
between the life that God gives plants and animals, and the life that God gives 
human beings? 

PLANTS AND 
ANIMALS

HUMAN
BEINGS

 How does knowing the above infl uence your view of your own life? 
Has it changed anything for you?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

‘To us has been given the role of tending and caring
 for other types of life.’ You: An Introduction, page 27

 In the space below, draw as many instances as you can of how you see the 
above statement being lived out in the world around you. Think of the various 
jobs people have, for example, vets, park rangers, doctors.

13LIFE

You: An Introduction

Why teach on human identity?
This unit leads students to consider various aspects of their identity as human beings 
in a postmodern world, such as being free, being able to communicate, being a child, 
having dreams, and finally, facing death.

How does You: An Introduction fit within a broader RE program?
Years 9 and 10 are a crucial time for many students in their forming of identity and 
self-worth. This curriculum explores how different ‘being human’ looks when we put 
God, rather than ourselves, at the centre.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• identify the various means by which individuals establish a sense of identity

• recognise the tensions between the freedoms and responsibilities that our
culture affords us

• articulate how the Christian ideas of being made in the image of God, being
saved, and living with Christ at the centre of our lives affect our purpose and how
we view ourselves.

Duration
15 lessons offering at least two terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 4972 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4973 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4973 
You: An Introduction (textbook)*  $19.95  Code 4974

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy
—as well as their own Student handbook.
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   How important is ‘God’s pledge to wounded 

humanity that he hears their cries for 

justice’? (page 47)

Briefly outline the two positive elements of God’s 

judgement that the author highlights (page 47–48).

The concept of judgement tells us something 
about what God is like.We learn that he is 

fearfully powerful and not to be taken lightly. 
We also learn that he cares about what 

happens to us—the way we are treated and the 
way we treat others. 

It matters to God when someone is mistreated; 
when someone is cheated, or rejected, 

or not loved.When powerful people abuse 
their status for their own gain at the expense 

of others, God cares.

When injustice robs people of their dignity; 
when children are abused, and when violence 

destroys lives, God is interested and he says he 
will one day bring justice to those involved. 

Civil rights leader gunned down

Torture and death for campaigners for democracy

Comfort Delayed judgement

Thepledge
of justice

Read pages 
46–49.

  Describe an event, involving someone other than 

yourself, for which you would like to see God’s judgement.N

s

Judgement Delay in 
judgement

Justice No more 
suffering

All things 
judged

Human 
freedom

Suffering 
continues

Merciful chance 
to repent

Pensioner left to die after bashing

African tyrant’s life of luxury 
while his people starve

Rape gang escapes justice
Family tragedy after drunk driver loses control

M22

Explain how God’s justice, mercy, patience 

and love are seen in the different elements 

of the diagrams.s

Use the space here to express your own feelings 

on the topic and the points raised in this 

chapter.

Yeah but ...
Objections, questions, disagreements

  Discuss the different groups represented 

in this news story who suffered loss.

What comfort does the Bible offer to these people?

Spiral of violence and loss

Eighteen months after his wife and two 
children were killed in an air disaster 
in Germany, a Russian man murdered 
the Danish air traffic controller who had 
been on duty at the time of the accident.

Vitali Kaloyev, 48, lost his family in 
the July 1, 2002 crash involving a DHL 
cargo plane and a Russian passenger 
jet which collided in Swiss-controlled 
airspace over Southern Germany.

When the company responsible for the 
air traffic control system accepted only 
partial responsibility for the accident, 
Kaloyev took matters into his own hands. 
He tracked down the traffic controller 
at his house in Zurich and proceeded to 
stab the man to death in front of his wife 
and children.

Kaloyev now looks likely to face a 
lengthy prison term for his actions.

Sixty-nine people were killed in the 
accident—the majority being children. 
The air traffic controller in question had 
learned about the imminent danger just 
44 seconds before the collision. He had 
wrongly told the pilot of the Russian 
plane to descend to avoid the collision 
despite the aircraft’s early warning 
system indicating the need for the plane 
to climb. 4
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Explain how God’s justice, mercy, patience

and love are seen in the different elements

of the diagrams. s

Use the space here to express your own feelings

on the topic and the points raised in this

chapter.

Yeah but ...
Objections, questions, disagreements

Discuss the different groups represented

inthis news story who suffered loss.

What comfort does the Bible offer to these people?

Spiral of violence and loss

Eighteen months after his wife and two
children were killed in an air disaster
in Germany, a Russian man murdered
the Danish air traffic controller who had
been on duty at the time of the accident.

Vitali Kaloyev, 48, lost his family in
the July 1, 2002 crash involving a DHL
cargo plane and a Russian passenger
jet which collided in Swiss-controlled
airspace over Southern Germany.

When the company responsible for the
air traffic control system accepted only
partial responsibility for the accident,
Kaloyev took matters into his own hands.
He tracked down the traffic controller
at his house in Zurich and proceeded to
stab the man to death in front of his wife
andchildren.

Kaloyev now looks likely to face a
lengthy prison term for his actions.

Sixty-nine people were killed in the
accident—the majority being children.
The air traffic controller in question had
learned about the imminent danger just
44 seconds before the collision. He had
wrongly told the pilot of the Russian
plane to descend to avoid the collision
despite the aircraft’s early warning
system indicating the need for the plane
to climb. 4
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If I Were God, I’d End All the Pain

Why teach on suffering?
The age-old struggle of humanity. For believers and non-believers alike, suffering 
touches us all and is forever in the news as an affront to our ideals of the good life 
and our sense of control over both our lives and the world around us. For Christians, 
suffering raises significant questions about the power and love of God.

How does If I Were God, I’d End All the Pain fit within a broader 
RE program?
At an age of increasing independence—both in thought and action—students are 
challenged by this unit to consider whether they are really in control of their lives. 
Moreover, a reasoned response to the problem of suffering is an essential part of 
Christian maturity.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• understand the various faith positions on the ‘problem of suffering’

• appreciate the different ways Christian people have responded to suffering and
evil and articulate the reasons for the hope they have

• explain how, within the Christian faith, the cross is central to God’s solution to
human suffering.

Duration
Six lessons offering at least a term’s worth of work.

Student handbook  $10.95  Code 568 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e568 
If I Were God, I’d End All the Pain (textbook)*  $12.95  Code 566

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy
—as well as their own Student handbook.

Over 
21,000 

sold
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Digital

The Jesus Foundation series

Big Calls
5 lessons on Jesus’ five ‘I am’ statements. 
From the bread of life, to the good 
shepherd, to the way, the truth and 
the life, each new statement revealed 
something different about Jesus and 
was a challenge to both the people of 
his day, and us, to respond. The Teacher’s 
manual includes John—The Visual 
Bible DVD.

Duration 
5 lessons offering 1 term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $35.95  Code 495 
Student handbook  $6.45  Code 4951 
Digital student handbook  $5.95   
Code e4951

Historical Jesus
5 lessons that give a detailed portrait of 
the life, time and place of Jesus so that 
students can have confidence that what 
they read in the Bible is trustworthy and 
historically valid. The Teacher’s manual 
includes the Life of Jesus DVD.

Duration 
5 lessons offering 1 term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $35.95  Code 564 
Student handbook  $6.45  Code 5641 
Digital student handbook  $5.95   
Code e5641

Looking For Life
What is the true purpose of our lives? 
In these five studies, Jesus meets 
Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, his 
disciples and Thomas, and we see that 
when we put our trust in God, he gives 
us what we really need. The Teacher’s 
manual includes John—The Visual Bible 
DVD.

Duration 
5 lessons offering 1 term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $35.95  Code 492 
Digital student handbook  $5.95   
Code e4921
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RELIABILITY
Mark 9:2–7 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John 
with him and led them up a high mountain, 
where they were all alone. There he was 
transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became 
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the 
world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared 
before them Elijah and Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus.
5 Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah’. 6 (He did 
not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and 
a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, 
whom I love. Listen to him!’

2 Peter 1:16–21 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised 
stories when we told you about the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received 
honour and glory from God the Father when 
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him 
I am well pleased’. 18 We ourselves heard this 
voice that came from heaven when we were 
with him on the sacred mountain.
19 We also have the prophetic message as 
something completely reliable, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.20 Above 
all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never 
had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 
though human, spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Six reasons that people can  
trust that the Bible is true

1.  Early testimony

2. Eyewitness testimony

3. Embarrassing detail

4. Excruciating testimony

5. Expected testimony

6. Extra-biblical testimony

The one thing that I need in order to believe that the 
Bible is true is:

L:2 | NIV 
© CEP 2017—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

TO LEAVE

3 2 1 0
The Bible is a reliable library that tells the story of God’s lifesaving actions towards the world. 

3   things I learned today:

2   things that would change in the world if what I learned today is true:

1   thing I would like the teacher to know about today’s lesson:

0   Draw your reaction to the lesson in the circle below as an emoji:

L:3 
© CEP 2017—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

TOLEAVE

3210
The Bible is a reliable library that tells the story of God’s lifesaving actions towards the world.

3  things I learned today:

2  things that would change in the world if what I learned today is true:

1  thing I would like the teacher to know about today’s lesson:

0  Draw your reaction to the lesson in the circle below as an emoji:

L:3
© CEP 2017—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

MANY GENRES, 
ONE STORY
God’s lifesaving actions for the world

UNIT 1 STAGE 5B
Years 9–10

THINK 
FAITH

Digital

Think Faith
Think Faith is a flexible, fully digitised curriculum containing teaching plans, lesson 
tips, PowerPoints, video links and printable student worksheets. There are 4 units per 
year level, each containing 8 lessons.

Think Faith is issued for one calendar year and priced on the number of students being 
taught. A licence gives you access to the full Think Faith catalogue of lessons for Stage 5.

Stage 5A

Unit 1: Exodus 
Moses the shadow. Jesus the fulfilment. 
How the incredible events of the 
Exodus are but a shadow to a much 
greater event where death itself 
is defeated.

Unit 2: Luke (Part 1) 
Luke examines the life of Jesus asking, is 
this the saviour Israel has been waiting 
for for 1000 years?

Unit 3: Luke (Part 2) 
Jesus teaches his disciples how to 
follow him into the kingdom of God. 

Unit 4: A full life 
The meaning, hope and joy of existence 
as offered only by Jesus.

Stage 5B

Unit 1: Many genres, one story 
An examination of the how and why of 
storytelling through the Bible and how 
all genres point to Jesus.

Unit 2: John 
Jesus is the unexpected life-giver. 
John’s Gospel is determined to show 
the multitude of ways that Jesus brings 
life to those he meets.

Unit 3: Ephesians 
Paul describes how life-changing it is to 
trust Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

Unit 4: Daniel 
The pressure to conform to culture 
is not new. As for Daniel, we need 
wisdom, courage and obedience 
to trust God over the dominant 
social voices.

Duration 
8 lessons each, offering 1 year’s worth of work.

Stage 5 (Years 9–10)  $21.95 per student, per year  Code e479C
Seminar 

material is 
also available.

Contact us 
for details.
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CHAPTER 2: RETREAT OR RELATE13
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Life in the Past Lane

Why teach church history?
A comprehensive understanding of the past is crucial if we are to appreciate our 
present world and culture. Growth, conflicts, major figures and events of the church 
from Acts onwards and their impact on the present day are covered in this unit.

How does Life in the Past Lane fit within a broader RE program?
Students discover how historical perspectives relate to the present time. Ideas 
conspicuous in other senior subjects—such as human rights, freedom of religion, 
the enlightenment and human rationalism—have a history, which is essential 
to understand.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• describe significant events that have changed the course of history over the past
2000 years for better or for worse

• appreciate the influence of the lives and careers of certain key individuals in the
history of the church

• apply lessons learned to their own individual circumstances and to the
world  today.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5562 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5563 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e5563

Over 
17,000 

sold
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‘Be peaceful, be courteous, obey 

the law, respect everyone; but if 

someone puts his hand on you, 

send him to the cemetery.’ 1

‘I believe in the brotherhood of 

man, all men, but I don’t believe 

in brotherhood with anybody 

who doesn’t want brotherhood 

with me. I believe in treating 

people right, but I’m not going 

to waste my time trying to treat 

somebody right who doesn’t know 

how to return the treatment.’ 2

‘I believe in a religion that believes 

in freedom. Any time I have to 

accept a religion that won’t let 

me fight a battle for my people, 

I say to hell with that religion.’3 

‘Non-violence is the answer to the 
crucial political and moral questions 
of our time: the need for man to 
overcome oppression and violence 
without resorting to oppression and 
violence. Mankind must evolve for all 
human conflict a method which rejects 
revenge, aggression and retaliation. The 
foundation of such a method is love.’ 4 

‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that. 
Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies 
violence, and toughness multiplies 
toughness in a descending spiral of 
destruction … The chain reaction 
of evil—hate begetting hate, wars 
producing more wars—must be broken, 
or we shall be plunged into the dark 
abyss of annihilation.’ 5 

Malcolm X King Jr

D
r 

M
ar

ti
n

 L
u

th
er

Consider the quotes below from each of these men. 
Highlight the ones that you most agree with. Discuss in 
a small group the reasons for the choices you made.

 In him [Jesus] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.Ephesians 1:7–8

The
ultimateact

of forgiveness
Paul talks to the Christians in Ephesus about the forgiveness they have received 
from God because of what Jesus has done for them on the cross. This is really 
important to Paul. It is on the cross that Jesus suffered and died so that we 
might live. The forgiveness that is available to all people who accept Jesus today 
emerges from the cross. 

Remember that Paul had previously hated Christians and 
had seen it as his job to find them and persecute 
them. That was until he met Jesus himself and was 
literally brought to his knees.

Paul knew personally what a brilliant thing it was 
to be forgiven by God, and he wanted to inspire others to live 
differently because of Jesus’ offer of forgiveness. Many of us 
have strayed a long way from God. That might be where you 
see yourself now. As Paul said, we were all ‘dead in our sins’ 
at one time (Ephesians 2:1). God invites all people to return to 
him, and his offer of forgiveness is an open and lavish one.

10

Read the verses from the 
previous page, Ephesians 
1:7–8, again. Why is the 
forgiveness Jesus offers not a 
matter to be taken lightly?

Read Ephesians 
4:31–32.

The Passion of the Christ is Mel Gibson’s movie, 

released in 2004, about the last hours of Jesus’ life. 

This film took over 300 million dollars at the box office.

It gives a graphic picture of the physical aspects of 

Jesus’ suffering for our sake. The Bible explains that 

what Jesus was doing was taking on the punishment 

that we all deserve; that he was making a sacrifice on 

our behalf (Ephesians 1:7).

Dr Glenn Harndon says that forgiveness ‘releases the offender from prolonged anger, 
rage and stress that have been linked to physiological 
problems, such as cardiovascular diseases, high blood 

pressure, hypertension, [and] cancer’.6

Whatdoes it
mean?

Alternatives
If Paul and the Bible are wrong about what God 
has done through Jesus’ death on the cross, what 
might be the implications for the way we lead our 
lives and relate to others?

 Suggest five implications in the space below:

 

 

 

 

 

If Paul and the Bible are correct about what God 
has done through Jesus’ death on the cross, 
what implications might this have for the way we 
respond to God and lead our lives?

 Suggest five implications in the space below:

 

 

 

 

 

In the space below write 
your own paraphrase of 
these verses.

If God is willing to forgive us, this is significant for the way we relate to other people.

In groups, discuss your reaction 
to the idea that Jesus suffered 
on your behalf. What response 
do you have to this?

When you treat someone with kindness how 
do you expect them to respond?

If God had treated the Christians in Ephesus with great and undeserved 
kindness, what sort of response should he expect from them?

What sort of response could he expect from you?
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No Turning Back

Why teach Ephesians?
Ephesians explores six timeless themes that promise no less than the most fulfilling 
life possible—grace, forgiveness, light and darkness, a place to belong, our heavenly 
inheritance and new life.

How does No Turning Back fit within a broader RE program?
The thematic approach of Ephesians offers another way into the truths of Jesus’ 
teaching. Ideas of identity, purpose and meaning, life fulfilment and justice and mercy 
link in with many topics explored in the secondary Religious Education classroom.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• identify the six life-changing ideas in Ephesians and clearly express their own
opinions in relation to them

• recognise the difference that believing in Jesus made to the lives of the Ephesian
Christians

• understand how the ideas the Ephesians adopted have impacted people in
contemporary settings.

Duration
6 lessons offering at least a term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 498 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 499 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e499

Over 
25,000 

sold
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Stages 5–6

http://cepteacherslounge.com
http://cepstore.com.au/stage5


õ
View sample online 
http://cepstore.com.au/stage5

	Ǫ
More online resources support this unit
http://cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

Lesson 4 

EULOGY

 ɠ 1⃞  YOU
Imagine that you were to die in 60 years’ time. Write a couple 

of lines describing what you would like said at your funeral? 

Focus on how you would like to be remembered as a person 

(that is, your character), rather than what you might have 

accomplished or achieved.

MINOR/SHORT-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

hangover

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

MAJOR/LONG-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

alcoholism

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

Approach Weaknesses/problems Strengths/positives

DEONTOLOGY

(Rules)

CONSEQUENTIALISM

(Results)

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

That Biology lesson was the worst!

Your teacher is Mr Donaldson

isn’t it?

You still have time to switch

classes, it’s only week two!

We were classifying animals and

plants. Honestly, it was SO boring!

You have a better teacher, Noah,

and besides, the classroom faces

the cricket oval.

What makes me happiest?

What do I feel is right?

What does my own logic say?

=

=

=

SUBJECTIVE

It changes

depending on

each person.

OBJECTIVE

It is the same

for all people.

VERSUS

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

What do these have in common?

It’s all about you!

You decide and you are the priority.

=

= INDIVIDUALISM

What makes

me happiest?

=

What do I feel

is right?

= 

What does my

own logic say?

= 

A rule-oriented

approach is known

as DEONTOLOGY. 

It states that

right is right,

regardless of the

results. In order

to know whether

an act is good or

bad, we only have

to see if it is in

accord with a valid

moral rule.

For instance, it

is wrong to kill

or steal or torture

regardless of the

circumstances.

In short:

A result-oriented

approach is known

as CONSEQUENTIALISM. 

It believes that the

results themselves,

that is, the

consequences, tell you

whether an act was

good or bad.

An act is good, if,

and only if, the

consequences are good.

So, for instance,

if by killing someone

you prevent that

person doing harm,

it might be OK.

In short:

DEONTOLOGY

CONSEQUENTIALISM

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Excess

VICE

Excess

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Cowardice

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Courage

Honesty

Recklessness

For the mouth speaks what

the heart is full of.

BIBLE    

MATTHEW 12:34b

At crucial moments of choice,

most of the business of choosing

is already over.

BULLHORN       

IRIS MURDOCH

thumbs-up 

I often

reflect

on my

ethics.

thumbs-down

I never

reflect

on my

ethics.

Comment-Slash            Comment-linesNOT

What should

I do?

BUT

What kind of person

should I be?

OLIVER

NOAH

CHOICE Limited or NO CHOICE

Care and compassion Doing your best

Fair go
Freedom

Honesty and trustworthiness

Integrity

Respect

Understanding Tolerance and inclusion

DEAR FRIENDS, We are gathered here today to 

remember the life of …

ANNABELLE dislikes Ryan for

cheating on her friend and

tells Ms Jones about Ryan’s

habits to get him in trouble.

GRACE catches

the train

with Ryan and

is concerned

about him and

his problems

and knows he

needs the help

that Ms Jones

might be able

to arrange.

DIMITRI (Ryan’s loyal but not

very bright mate) is getting

advice from Ms Jones about his

own drug issues and accidentally

reveals Ryan’s predicament.

WHAT’S THE MOTIVATION?

2⃞  Three students know about Ryan’s drug problem. They all

approach the principal Ms Jones to talk about Ryan. 

MINOR/SHORT-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

hangover

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

MAJOR/LONG-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

alcoholism

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

Approach Weaknesses/problems Strengths/positives

DEONTOLOGY

(Rules)

CONSEQUENTIALISM

(Results)

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

That Biology lesson was the worst!

Your teacher is Mr Donaldson

isn’t it?

You still have time to switch

classes, it’s only week two!

We were classifying animals and

plants. Honestly, it was SO boring!

You have a better teacher, Noah,

and besides, the classroom faces

the cricket oval.

What makes me happiest?

What do I feel is right?

What does my own logic say?

=

=

=

SUBJECTIVE

It changes

depending on

each person.

OBJECTIVE

It is the same

for all people.

VERSUS

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

What do these have in common?

It’s all about you!

You decide and you are the priority.

=

= INDIVIDUALISM

What makes

me happiest?

=

What do I feel

is right?

= 

What does my

own logic say?

= 

A rule-oriented

approach is known

as DEONTOLOGY. 

It states that

right is right,

regardless of the

results. In order

to know whether

an act is good or

bad, we only have

to see if it is in

accord with a valid

moral rule.

For instance, it

is wrong to kill

or steal or torture

regardless of the

circumstances.

In short:

A result-oriented

approach is known

as CONSEQUENTIALISM. 

It believes that the

results themselves,

that is, the

consequences, tell you

whether an act was

good or bad.

An act is good, if,

and only if, the

consequences are good.

So, for instance,

if by killing someone

you prevent that

person doing harm,

it might be OK.

In short:

DEONTOLOGY

CONSEQUENTIALISM

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Excess

VICE

Excess

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Cowardice

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Courage

Honesty

Recklessness

For the mouth speaks what

the heart is full of.

BIBLE    

MATTHEW 12:34b

At crucial moments of choice,

most of the business of choosing

is already over.

BULLHORN       

IRIS MURDOCH

thumbs-up 

I often

reflect

on my

ethics.

thumbs-down

I never

reflect

on my

ethics.

Comment-Slash            Comment-linesNOT

What should

I do?

BUT

What kind of person

should I be?

OLIVER

NOAH

CHOICE Limited or NO CHOICE

Care and compassion Doing your best

Fair go
Freedom

Honesty and trustworthiness

Integrity

Respect

Understanding Tolerance and inclusion

DEAR FRIENDS, We are gathered here today to

remember the life of …

ANNABELLE dislikes Ryan for 

cheating on her friend and 

tells Ms Jones about Ryan’s 

habits to get him in trouble.

GRACE catches 

the train 

with Ryan and 

is concerned 

about him and 

his problems 

and knows he 

needs the help 

that Ms Jones 

might be able 

to arrange.

DIMITRI (Ryan’s loyal but not 

very bright mate) is getting 

advice from Ms Jones about his 

own drug issues and accidentally 

reveals Ryan’s predicament.

The students’ actions are roughly the same, but what 

motivates them?

ANNABELLE

GRACE

DIMITRI

LESSON 4
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VALUES
The previous scenario shows that ethics is not simply a matter 

of deciding whether an action is right or wrong. 

The motivation behind the action needs to be taken into 

account. Our motives are not necessarily random, they are 

related to what we value. 

According to the ‘values’ ethical theory the big question of 

ethics is: 

MINOR/SHORT-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

hangover

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

MAJOR/LONG-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

alcoholism

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

Approach Weaknesses/problems Strengths/positives

DEONTOLOGY

(Rules)

CONSEQUENTIALISM

(Results)

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

That Biology lesson was the worst!

Your teacher is Mr Donaldson

isn’t it?

You still have time to switch

classes, it’s only week two!

We were classifying animals and

plants. Honestly, it was SO boring!

You have a better teacher, Noah,

and besides, the classroom faces

the cricket oval.

What makes me happiest?

What do I feel is right?

What does my own logic say?

=

=

=

SUBJECTIVE

It changes

depending on

each person.

OBJECTIVE

It is the same

for all people.

VERSUS

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

What do these have in common?

It’s all about you!

You decide and you are the priority.

=

= INDIVIDUALISM

What makes

me happiest?

=

What do I feel

is right?

= 

What does my

own logic say?

= 

A rule-oriented

approach is known

as DEONTOLOGY. 

It states that

right is right,

regardless of the

results. In order

to know whether

an act is good or

bad, we only have

to see if it is in

accord with a valid

moral rule.

For instance, it

is wrong to kill

or steal or torture

regardless of the

circumstances.

In short:

A result-oriented

approach is known

as CONSEQUENTIALISM. 

It believes that the

results themselves,

that is, the

consequences, tell you

whether an act was

good or bad.

An act is good, if,

and only if, the

consequences are good.

So, for instance,

if by killing someone

you prevent that

person doing harm,

it might be OK.

In short:

DEONTOLOGY

CONSEQUENTIALISM

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Excess

VICE

Excess

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Cowardice

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Courage

Honesty

Recklessness

For the mouth speaks what

the heart is full of.

BIBLE    

MATTHEW 12:34b

At crucial moments of choice,

most of the business of choosing

is already over.

BULLHORN       

IRIS MURDOCH

thumbs-up 

I often

reflect

on my

ethics.

thumbs-down

I never

reflect

on my

ethics.

Comment-Slash            Comment-lines            NOT

What should 

I do?

BUT

What kind of person 

should I be?

OLIVER

NOAH

CHOICE Limited or NO CHOICE

Care and compassion Doing your best

Fair go
Freedom

Honesty and trustworthiness

Integrity

Respect

Understanding Tolerance and inclusion

DEAR FRIENDS, We are gathered here today to

remember the life of …

ANNABELLE dislikes Ryan for

cheating on her friend and

tells Ms Jones about Ryan’s

habits to get him in trouble.

GRACE catches

the train

with Ryan and

is concerned

about him and

his problems

and knows he

needs the help

that Ms Jones

might be able

to arrange.

DIMITRI (Ryan’s loyal but not

very bright mate) is getting

advice from Ms Jones about his

own drug issues and accidentally

reveals Ryan’s predicament.

 ď 3⃞  VISUALISE
Which do you think is the case—do our actions form our 

character or do our actions spring from our character?  

Draw (or write) the way you think it works.

CONSIDER

MINOR/SHORT-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

hangover

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

MAJOR/LONG-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

alcoholism

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

Approach Weaknesses/problems Strengths/positives

DEONTOLOGY

(Rules)

CONSEQUENTIALISM

(Results)

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

That Biology lesson was the worst!

Your teacher is Mr Donaldson

isn’t it?

You still have time to switch

classes, it’s only week two!

We were classifying animals and

plants. Honestly, it was SO boring!

You have a better teacher, Noah,

and besides, the classroom faces

the cricket oval.

What makes me happiest?

What do I feel is right?

What does my own logic say?

=

=

=

SUBJECTIVE

It changes

depending on

each person.

OBJECTIVE

It is the same

for all people.

VERSUS

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

What do these have in common?

It’s all about you!

You decide and you are the priority.

=

= INDIVIDUALISM

What makes

me happiest?

=

What do I feel

is right?

= 

What does my

own logic say?

= 

A rule-oriented

approach is known

as DEONTOLOGY. 

It states that

right is right,

regardless of the

results. In order

to know whether

an act is good or

bad, we only have

to see if it is in

accord with a valid

moral rule.

For instance, it

is wrong to kill

or steal or torture

regardless of the

circumstances.

In short:

A result-oriented

approach is known

as CONSEQUENTIALISM. 

It believes that the

results themselves,

that is, the

consequences, tell you

whether an act was

good or bad.

An act is good, if,

and only if, the

consequences are good.

So, for instance,

if by killing someone

you prevent that

person doing harm,

it might be OK.

In short:

DEONTOLOGY

CONSEQUENTIALISM

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Excess

VICE

Excess

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Cowardice

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Courage

Honesty

Recklessness

For the mouth speaks what

the heart is full of.

BIBLE    

MATTHEW 12:34b

At crucial moments of choice, 

most of the business of choosing 

is already over.

BULLHORN       

IRIS MURDOCH

thumbs-up 

I often

reflect

on my

ethics.

thumbs-down

I never

reflect

on my

ethics.

Comment-Slash            Comment-linesNOT

What should

I do?

BUT

What kind of person

should I be?

OLIVER

NOAH

CHOICE Limited or NO CHOICE

Care and compassion Doing your best

Fair go
Freedom

Honesty and trustworthiness

Integrity

Respect

Understanding Tolerance and inclusion

DEAR FRIENDS, We are gathered here today to

remember the life of …

ANNABELLE dislikes Ryan for

cheating on her friend and

tells Ms Jones about Ryan’s

habits to get him in trouble.

GRACE catches

the train

with Ryan and

is concerned

about him and

his problems

and knows he

needs the help

that Ms Jones

might be able

to arrange.

DIMITRI (Ryan’s loyal but not

very bright mate) is getting

advice from Ms Jones about his

own drug issues and accidentally

reveals Ryan’s predicament.

4⃞  To consider what Iris Murdoch is getting at here, discuss 

the following scenario. (Perhaps something similar has 

happened to you.)

A student is being teased at school about their shockingly bad 

haircut. When observing this:

—————  What would a compassionate person do?

—————  What about a cruel person?

—————  What would a courageous person do?

—————  What would a cowardly person do?

Life can bring ethical dilemmas at any instant. We don’t always 

have time to stop and analyse our ethical position before we 

act. Arguably, we don’t act based on a set of rules we’ve learnt. 

Rather, our pre-formed character will determine our response.

EDUCATING VALUES

5⃞  The following list of values comes from the Australian 

Federal Government’s ‘Nine values for Australian Schooling’ 

document. You might have seen it (or something similar) 

displayed in your school somewhere.

MINOR/SHORT-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

hangover

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

MAJOR/LONG-TERM PAIN

Drinking =

alcoholism

Eating =

Sex = 

Drugs =

Approach Weaknesses/problems Strengths/positives

DEONTOLOGY

(Rules)

CONSEQUENTIALISM

(Results)

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

ETHICS explores the ‘best way’ for life

when deciding what makes actions, speech,

thoughts and proposals right or wrong.

That Biology lesson was the worst!

Your teacher is Mr Donaldson

isn’t it?

You still have time to switch

classes, it’s only week two!

We were classifying animals and

plants. Honestly, it was SO boring!

You have a better teacher, Noah,

and besides, the classroom faces

the cricket oval.

What makes me happiest?

What do I feel is right?

What does my own logic say?

=

=

=

SUBJECTIVE

It changes

depending on

each person.

OBJECTIVE

It is the same

for all people.

VERSUS

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

Right and wrong should be left to each

individual to decide.

AND

The good of the individual takes priority

over the group in any decision-making.

What do these have in common?

It’s all about you!

You decide and you are the priority.

=

= INDIVIDUALISM

What makes

me happiest?

=

What do I feel

is right?

= 

What does my

own logic say?

= 

A rule-oriented

approach is known

as DEONTOLOGY. 

It states that

right is right,

regardless of the

results. In order

to know whether

an act is good or

bad, we only have

to see if it is in

accord with a valid

moral rule.

For instance, it

is wrong to kill

or steal or torture

regardless of the

circumstances.

In short:

A result-oriented

approach is known

as CONSEQUENTIALISM. 

It believes that the

results themselves,

that is, the

consequences, tell you

whether an act was

good or bad.

An act is good, if,

and only if, the

consequences are good.

So, for instance,

if by killing someone

you prevent that

person doing harm,

it might be OK.

In short:

DEONTOLOGY

CONSEQUENTIALISM

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Deficiency

VICE

Excess

VICE

Excess

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Cowardice

VIRTUE

Golden Mean

Courage

Honesty

Recklessness

For the mouth speaks what

the heart is full of.

BIBLE    

MATTHEW 12:34b

At crucial moments of choice,

most of the business of choosing

is already over.

BULLHORN       

IRIS MURDOCH

thumbs-up 

I often

reflect

on my

ethics.

thumbs-down

I never

reflect

on my

ethics.

Comment-Slash            Comment-linesNOT

What should

I do?

BUT

What kind of person

should I be?

OLIVER

NOAH

CHOICE Limited or NO CHOICE

Care and compassion Doing your best 

Fair go 
Freedom 

Honesty and trustworthiness 

Integrity 

Respect 

Understanding Tolerance and inclusion

DEAR FRIENDS, We are gathered here today to

remember the life of …

ANNABELLE dislikes Ryan for

cheating on her friend and

tells Ms Jones about Ryan’s

habits to get him in trouble.

GRACE catches

the train

with Ryan and

is concerned

about him and

his problems

and knows he

needs the help

that Ms Jones

might be able

to arrange.

DIMITRI (Ryan’s loyal but not

very bright mate) is getting

advice from Ms Jones about his

own drug issues and accidentally

reveals Ryan’s predicament.

 ɠ YOU
Rank these from 1 to 9 in order of what you consider to be the 

most important to the least important. Highlight the ones you 

would like to demonstrate more often. 

 ģ DISCUSS
Compare your rankings of values to those around you. Are 

they the same? If not, how can you determine whose value 

ranking is best?

 ˴ LIFE
What were some recent examples at school where you have 

seen any of these values displayed?

 ɠ YOU
What value(s) (if any) would you add?

Lesson 4 

LESSON 4

VALUES AND
VIRTUES

15 Lesson 4–vALues And vIrtues

The Good, the Bad 
and the Ethical

Why teach on ethics?
A systematic study of the major ethical frameworks, this unit helps students become 
reflective and intentional in their ethical and moral decisions. Extremely practical, it 
examines numerous issues from the global to the personal.

How does The Good, the Bad and the Ethical fit within a broader 
RE program?
The higher order thinking skills required to identify and analyse one’s motives 
and prejudices are a valuable tool in many senior subjects. Additionally, a sound 
ethical framework is crucial for young men and women as they negotiate their way 
through life.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• explain different approaches to ethics, and critique them for strengths,
weaknesses and limitations

• assess ethical questions from the point of view of a range of ethical systems and 
processes

• bring a biblical model to ethics to formulate a Christian response, even if such a 
response is not their own.

Duration
15 lessons offering at least two terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5573 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5574 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e5574

Over  
45,000 

soldRevised 
in 

2022
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Greenleaf believed that the 
resurrection of Jesus was a fictional 
story, and that the evidence for it 
would not stand up in a court of law. 
Greenleaf was well placed to make 
such a judgement, since he wrote 
the book that has virtually run every 
courtroom since—A Treatise on the Law 
of Evidence1. He set about publishing 
a book applying his well-respected, 
and well-founded knowledge of 
courtroom evidence to the case for 
the resurrection of Jesus, and was 
shocked to find that in fact, ‘it was 
impossible that the apostles could 
have persisted in affirming the 
truths they had narrated, had not 
Jesus Christ actually risen from 
the dead’2.

List the required categories of 
evidence that are used in a court 
of law.

Simon 

Greenleaf was a 

very successful and famous 

lawyer. He was instrumental in 

the development of aspects of the 

current legal system in the USA, 

so much so that the Harvard 

Law School named their 

building after him!

1. Greenleaf, S 1883, A Treatise on the Law of
Evidence, Little, Brown and Company, Boston.

2. Packard, D, ‘Would the evidence for the 
resurrection stand up in a courtroom?’
REZproject, viewed April 1, 2014, <http://
rezproject.com/resurrection-evidence-for-
lawyers-judges-simon-greenleaf/>.
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Discussion
Understanding our own biases
Everyone comes to a problem with a particular set of 
beliefs and experiences. These beliefs and experiences 
will influence the way that problem is understood and 
the set of answers that are possible. This is also true of 
the resurrection. Consider these two positions. Tick the 
picture that you think best represents you at the moment.

Hmm … good 
evidence

I believe 
it was a 

resurrection.

Position 2
THE SUPERNATURALIST

Hmm … good 
evidence

… but it is 
impossible.

Yes it is
possible

I don’t know 
what happened 
… but it wasn´t 

resurrection.

Position 1 
THE NATURALIST

If a person does not believe in God or any  
spiritual/supernatural forces, they are not going  
to think that resurrection is possible, no matter  

what the evidence suggests, because what science  
tells us is that when people die, they stay dead.

Hmm … good 
evidence

I believe 
it was a 

resurrection.

Position 2 
THE SUPERNATURALIST

Hmm … good 
evidence

… but it is 
impossible.

Yes it is 
possible

I don’t know 
what happened 
… but it wasn´t

resurrection.

Position 1
THE NATURALIST

If a person does believe in God or is open to the  
idea that God might exist, then the possibility of 

resurrection is likely if the evidence is strong.

‘I would argue that the hypothesis that 
God raised Jesus from the dead is not at all 
improbable. In fact, based on the evidence, 
it’s the best explanation for what happened. 
What is improbable is the hypothesis that 
Jesus rose naturally from the dead. That, 

I would agree, is outlandish. Any hypothesis 
would be more probable than saying that the 
corpse of Jesus spontaneously came back to 
life. But the hypothesis that God raised Jesus 

from the dead doesn’t contradict science or any 
known facts of experience. All it requires is the 

hypothesis that God exists, and I think there are 
good independent reasons for believing that he 

does. As long as the evidence of God is even 
possible, it’s possible that he acted in history 

by raising Jesus from the dead.’ 
William Lane Craig3

‘Doubt your doubts. Be skeptical of your 
own skepticism. Why? Because you realise 

that you are not completely objective.’ 
Timothy Keller4

Explain what William Lane Craig means when he says 
that the theory that God raised Jesus from the dead is 
the best explanation of what happened.

Is William Lane Craig presenting a naturalist or a 
supernaturalist point of view on the resurrection? 
Explain your answer.

3. As quoted in Lee Strobel’s The Case for Christ (1995), Zondervan, Grand Rapids, p. 335.
4. Keller, T 2013, The First Christian: Encounters with Jesus series: 5, Hodder & Stoughton, London, p. 7.

4 4

The re surrect ion H e  i s  r i s e n

4 5

T H E  H I S TO R IC A L ,  B O DI LY  RE SURRECT ION  O F  J ES U S

The Resurrection-Text-STUDENT.indd   45 20/06/14   9:49 AM

Discussion
Understanding our own biases
Everyone comes to a problem with a particular set of 
beliefs and experiences. These beliefs and experiences 
will influence the way that problem is understood and 
the set of answers that are possible. This is also true of 
the resurrection. Consider these two positions. Tick the
picture that you think best represents you at the moment.

Hmm … good 
evidence

I believe 
it was a 

resurrection.

Position 2
THE SUPERNATURALIST

Hmm … good 
evidence

… but it is 
impossible.

Yes it is
possible

I don’t know 
what happened 
… but it wasnt́

resurrection.

Position 1
THE NATURALIST

If aperson does not believe in God or any
spiritual/supernaturalforces, they are not going 
to think that resurrection is possible, no matter

what the evidence suggests, because what science 
tells us is that when people die, they stay dead.

Hmm … good 
evidence

I believe 
it was a 

resurrection.

Position 2
THE SUPERNATURALIST

Hmm … good 
evidence

… but it is 
impossible.

Yes it is
possible

I don’t know 
what happened 
… but it wasnt́

resurrection.

Position 1
THE NATURALIST

If aperson does believe in God or is open to the 
ideathat God might exist, then the possibility of

resurrection is likely ifthe evidence is strong.

‘I wouldargue that the hypothesis that
GodraisedJesus from the dead is not at all
improbable. In fact, based on the evidence,
it’sthe best explanation forwhat happened.

What is improbable is the hypothesis that
Jesusrose naturally from the dead. That,

Iwould agree, is outlandish. Anyhypothesis
wouldbe more probable than saying that the
corpse ofJesus spontaneously came back to
life. Butthe hypothesis that God raisedJesus

from the dead doesn’t contradict science or any
known facts of experience. All it requires is the
hypothesis that God exists, and I think there are
good independent reasons for believing that he

does. As long as the evidence of God is even
possible, it’s possible that he acted in history

byraisingJesus from thedead.’
William Lane Craig3

‘Doubt your doubts. Be skeptical ofyour
ownskepticism. Why? Because you realise

thatyou are not completely objective.’
Timothy Keller4

Explain what William Lane Craig means when he says 
that the theory that God raised Jesus from the dead is 
the best explanation of what happened.

Is William Lane Craig presenting a naturalist or a 
supernaturalist point of view on the resurrection? 
Explain your answer.

3.As quoted in Lee Strobel’s The Case for Christ (1995), Zondervan, Grand Rapids, p. 335.
4.Keller, T 2013, The First Christian: Encounters with Jesus series: 5, Hodder & Stoughton, London, p. 7.
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The Resurrection

Why teach on the resurrection?
A critical examination of the central event of Christianity, this unit—with thought-
provoking quotes from the likes of Tim Keller and NT Wright, among others—examines 
all the popular objections and competing theories to the traditional biblical account 
of the physical resurrection of Jesus, including swoon theory, hallucination theory, 
stolen body theory and others.

How does The Resurrection fit within a broader RE program?
The resurrection is more than just an intellectual idea. Despite our culture’s 
commitment to philosophical systems of thought and relativistic truths, the pre-
eminent Christian proclamation remains profound and, if substantiated, consigns all 
other ideas to the margins.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• discuss evidence relating to the resurrection of Jesus

• organise, analyse and synthesise relevant information about the resurrection of
Jesus from a variety of sources, considering usefulness, validity and bias

• identify key biblical texts as they apply to the resurrection of Jesus.

Duration
8 lessons offering at least a term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 488 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4881 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4881
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Big thinkers

Over the years, many philosophers have contributed to what we refer to as a postmodern world view. Historically, it is possible to consider 

postmodernism as both a result and rejection of modernism. Circle one of the following philosophers and comment on  

how they contributed to the postmodern way of thinking.

Je
an-

Francois Lyotard Jac
ques Derrida Michel

 Foucault

key contribution key contribution key contribution

Lived 
during

Lived 
during Lived 

during

Central beliefs

Since postmodernism is a reaction against modernism, it is helpful to consider the two in parallel. Using Chapter 3, 'Central beliefs' in the 

text, summarise the two by completing the table below.

M
od

er
ni

sm

Human 
centered

Knowledge 
is certain 
when based 
on the right 
foundation

Truth is 
universal 
in time and 

place

Po
st

m
od

er
ni

sm

There is no 
such thing 
as certain 
knowledge

Science is 
only one, 
imperfect  
way of 
arriving 
at truth

Examine the images below and discuss. To what extent can we trust our senses? Can there truly be a ‘shared experience’?

2

3

Modernist confidence in human autonomy could be summed up as, ‘We can find out what we need to find out, in order to think what we need  
to think, in order to do what we need to do, in order to get what we want to get’. It is this confidence that has been lost in postmodernism. 

John G Stackhouse Jnr

10 | A Spectator's Guide to World Views

Postmodernism today

How do we see the effects of a postmodern world view in each of the following areas?

Where can you see the postmodern world view in your own life? 

How have you been influenced by postmodernism?

How do you think the impact of postmodernism on your life will 

change over the next ten years?

What appear to be the most appealing aspects of postmodernism 

as a way of viewing the world?

Where doesn't postmodernism 'work'? 

4

ethics

architecture

literature

entertainment

politics

film

 11Lesson 3: Blown away—Postmodernism |

A Spectator’s Guide to World Views

Why teach on world views?
Ten visions of life and truth as seen through the lenses of the dominant world views 
of our age. Every day we are confronted with messages, both subtle and direct, that 
emanate from a particular world view. This unit gives students valuable tools to 
navigate these messages and the implications for life if they are true.

How does A Spectator’s Guide to World Views fit within a broader 
RE program?
The critical thinking skills developed within this unit will prove of value to students 
when engaging with issues of faith and belief both now and beyond the school gates 
as they negotiate the dominant voices of our culture.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• understand what a world view is and be able to identify significant differences
between various world views

• express their own world view and give a coherent defence of it

• critique different world views from a Christian perspective and articulate the
areas of ‘overlap’ and the areas of divergence.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 8102 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 8103 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e8103 
A Spectator’s Guide to World Views (textbook)*  $26.95  Code 8101

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy—as well as their own 
Student handbook.
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34 A DOUBTER’S GUIDE TO WORLD RELIGIONS

Woe to the sinful nation,
 a people whose guilt is great,
a brood of evildoers,
 children given to corruption!
� ey have forsaken the Lord;

they have spurned the Holy One of Israel
and turned their backs on him.

ISAIAH 1:4

� is is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem:

In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
 as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
 and all nations will stream to it.

Many peoples will come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
 to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
 so that we may walk in his paths’.
� e law will go out from Zion,

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations

and will settle disputes for many peoples.
� ey will beat their swords into ploughshares.

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,

nor will they train for war anymore.

ISAIAH 2:1–4

DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST TEMPLE (586 BCE)

 SQUARE-USER 17. How do you respond to the author’s comment that, 
‘The Tanakh is strange in its honesty about God’s people’. 
In your response, refer to the Isaiah quotes or similar 
passages from the Tanakh.

 FILE-MAGNIFYING-GLASS 18. Identify aspects of the prophet Isaiah’s message that 
reflect both warning of judgement and the promise of hope.

INTERIM JUDAISMS
THE DRAMAS OF THE SECOND TEMPLE

 BOOK-BOOKMARK Read in Chapter 14 the section ‘The dramas of the 
second temple’.

The Greeks

 MEMO 19. Outline the events in Israel from the Hellenistic King 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes to the coming of the Romans.

DID YOU KNOW? 
There were eight Jewish convicts on the first fleet.

LESSON 4—JUDAISM 35

Woe to the sinful nation,
a people whose guilt is great,

a brood of evildoers,
children given to corruption!

�ey have forsaken the Lord;
they have spurned the Holy One of Israel
and turned their backs on him.

ISAIAH 1:4

�is is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem:

In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established

as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it.

Many peoples will come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,

so that we may walk in his paths’.
�e law will go out from Zion,

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations

and will settle disputes for many peoples.
�ey will beat their swords into ploughshares.

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,

nor will they train for war anymore.

ISAIAH 2:1–4

DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST TEMPLE (586 BCE)

SQUARE-USER17. How do you respond to the author’s comment that,
‘The Tanakh is strange in its honesty about God’s people’.
In your response, refer to the Isaiah quotes or similar
passages from the Tanakh.

FILE-MAGNIFYING-GLASS18. Identify aspects of the prophet Isaiah’s message that
reflect both warning of judgement and the promise of hope.

INTERIM JUDAISMS
THE DRAMAS OF THE SECOND TEMPLE

BOOK-BOOKMARKRead in Chapter 14 the section ‘The dramas of the
second temple’.

The Greeks

MEMO19. Outline the events in Israel from the Hellenistic King
Antiochus IV Epiphanes to the coming of the Romans.

DID YOU KNOW?
There were eight Jewish convicts on the first fleet.

LESSON 4—JUDAISM 35

A Doubter’s Guide to World Religions

Why teach on world religions?
An intelligent, thought-through understanding of the teachings, history and beliefs of 
the world’s major faiths is relevant and necessary in our modern age, arguably more 
than ever. While the questions each religion has attempted to answer throughout the 
ages remain the same, their answers vary markedly.

How does A Doubter’s Guide to World Religions fit within a broader 
RE program?
This enormously popular unit is set at a senior level, when students are able to 
intellectually wrestle with the conflicting claims of different faiths on key questions of 
life and meaning. It has been fully revised and for the first time a teacher’s manual has 
been produced to offer background notes, further reading and extension activities.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• articulate the central beliefs and history of five major world faiths

• appreciate the areas of agreement and disagreement in teaching and theology,
and how this influences the lives of their respective believers

• understand how Jesus is viewed from within each faith.

Duration
7 lessons offering at least a term’s worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 8011 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 8012 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e8012 
A Doubter’s Guide to World Religions (textbook)*  $29.95  Code 8002

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set 
or their personal copy—as well as their own Student handbook.

Over 
53,000 

soldRevised 
for 

2023
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Here we have the heading for the whole of the Old 
Testament. It is a simple sentence with profound 
implications. Everything that follows in the Bible is to be 
understood in light of this summary statement,1 ‘In the 
beginning GOD created the heavens and the earth’.

If you were to accept this statement as true, what 
might be five implications for living now?

At the time it was written this opening statement of the Bible 
was revolutionary. The cultures that surrounded Israel, not 
to mention the great civilizations that were to come (such 
as the Persian, Greek and Roman), considered the idea of 
there being only one God preposterous. Great societies, like 
the Babylonians and Egyptians before them, believed in a 
multitude of deities, all playing roles in either the formation 
of the universe, or the way it continued to operate. 

The following statements relate to the opening line of the 
Bible. Some of them oppose the thought captured by the 
writer of Genesis, some agree and others are more loosely 
connected. Tick the ones that you identify with.

If one God created 
everything, he must be 
awesomely powerful.

There is no God.

Science has shown that 
creation came from pure 
chance and accident.

 We can’t ever really 
know or understand the 
origins of life. 

 God is the source of  
all life.

Describe a time when you have been ‘rocked 
back on your heels’ in wonder at life and creation. 
What response did this cause you to have?

The sheer wonder of life, of creation, of this 

place where we find ourselves alive at this 

moment requires a response, a thank you 

… wonder, astonishment, adoration. There 

can’t be many of us for whom the sheer 

fact of existence has not rocked us back on 

our heels … we catch our breath … we 

say thanks with our lives to life … and not 

just ‘thanks’, or ‘thank it’, but ‘thank you!’

Eugene Peterson2 

 Life comes from a 
random gathering  
of cells.

  There must be some sort 
of power responsible for 
the creation, but I don’t 
think we can ever really 
know that power.

 Humans are the ones in 
charge of the earth, not 
God (or gods).

 Belief in God is just 
superstition.

One God?

‘In the beginning God 
created the heavens and 
the earth.’

Genesis 1:1
The foundation stone  
Who is God? Who cares? 

SECTION

1

4
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THE FOUNDATION STONE

‘The one essential condition of human 
existence is that man should always 
be able to bow down before 
something infinitely great. 
If men are deprived of the infinitely 
great, they will not go on living and 
will die of despair. The Infinite and the 
Eternal are as essential for man as the 
little planet on which he dwells.’

Fyodor Dostoyevsky, 
Eternal, Human Nature3

The audience

The original audience of the Genesis account was the nation 
of Israel. After escaping from Egypt in the Exodus, they 
spent 40 years in the wilderness, with Moses as their leader. 

The Genesis account helped the Israelites to understand 
something of who they were and how they were different 
to the pagan cultures that surrounded them. The pagan 
world had its own version of creation stories that were 
different to that of Israel’s. 

When we read the account in the 21st century it speaks 
into our lives as well. It helps us to draw contrasts with 
competing ways of understanding the world and to see 
where we stand and what we believe.

For example the following three ‘modes of thinking’ are in 
conflict with Genesis. Try to identify the major contrast with 
Genesis which each of them announces.

Materialism
This is a philosophical theory that says that matter and the 
way it moves and operates makes up the whole of reality. 
Everything, including the human mind is due to merely 
material causes. Advocates of materialism dismiss the 
supernatural or the spiritual and look for purely scientific 
cause and effect in understanding the world.4 

Secularism
Secularism is a political and social philosophy that rejects all 
forms of religious faith and worship.5  

Humanism
Any system where human interest and values are given 
ultimate priority. The individual is paramount and all 
systems should aim to reflect this. Humanists would argue 
that they seek the good of humanity, but it is very much 
humanity in charge and responsible for human progress 
and development. There is little or no room for God when 
this is taken to an extreme.6  

How do you respond to these systems of thought?  
Do they reflect your own understanding of reality?

The view from the book
What are the key messages to emerge from the opening 
verse of the Bible?

The Genesis writer tells us that the one 
God created everything. 
Such a statement stood in stark contrast to Israel’s 
pagan neighbours whose stories of creation involved 
a multitude of gods. The deities’ quarrels, battles, love 
affairs and reproduction,7 so the myths suggested, were 
responsible for creation. 

What possible relevance does this have for us 
today? If what Genesis says is true, then it is the one 
God who exists and acts and creates. No other god 
challenges, helps or opposes the one true God.8 This 
means that God is not limited to place or time. He is 
clearly superior to every created thing or person. He 
becomes the ultimate reference point for the whole of 
life. It is not too much to say, that if we can trust this 
first verse of the Bible, it means every entity that we 
can think of owes its existence to him—its function, its 
limitations, its abilities, possessions and life.9 That of 
course includes all of us.

If the statement is true it also gives great value to all 
people and things, because it tells us that we are not a 
mistake, or accident, or the result of blind fate. We are not 
simply a bunch of chemicals and water, but are a unique 
creation of an all-powerful God. We are not relying on 
the blind forces of nature or even of gods who use us for 
their pleasure. The first verse of Genesis gives a centre 
and foundation for the whole universe and all of life.

5
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Hope for a Shattered World

Why teach Genesis 1–11?
From creation to Babel, this unit unpacks the Bible’s confusing and challenging yet 
hope-filled foundational opening. Here, the themes of the Bible are established: Who 
is God? Who is mankind? Why is the world the way it is? And what hope, if any, do 
we have?

How does Hope for a Shattered World fit within a broader RE program?
Genesis 1–11 forms a fundamental part of the background against which the claims 
of Christ are made. It is Act 1 of God’s plan for the salvation of humanity, and however 
they come to understand it, each person needs to have an intelligent response to 
these ancient writings.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• articulate and critically evaluate the world view presented by Genesis 1–11

• establish connections—literal, figurative, poetic and more—between Genesis 1–11
and the rest of the biblical story

• recognise the profound implications for life in the 21st century in light of the
account presented by Genesis.

Duration
8 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5554 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 5555 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e5555

Over 
24,000 

sold
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The Cross

Why teach on the cross?
At the cross, we see God’s love and character most clearly. Through the execution of 
Jesus, every theme in the Bible is made real and complete—the Passover, the sacrifices, 
the end of suffering and the end of death. 

How does The Cross fit within a broader RE program? 
This unit passes through the entire sweep of the Bible, linking the purpose of Jesus 
with major events, themes and characters. In addition, it skilfully presents everyday 
challenges young people face in this complex world and shows how living in the light 
of the cross makes a difference today.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• appreciate how numerous events and the roles of certain individuals in the Old
Testament only make sense in light of Jesus

• comprehend key biblical concepts such as substitution, atonement,
sin and justification

• understand how the cross gives Christians hope, peace, access to God and help.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 4976 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4977 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4977 
The Cross (textbook)*  $14.95  Code 4975

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy
—as well as their own Student handbook.
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2
THE SPIRIT 

IS ABOUT JESUS 
WITH INTENSITY

© CEP 2015 — THE SPIRIT  Digital student handbook issued under licence for use in 2023 school year only

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT OF THINGS
1. Try to work out what these jobs are, based on their titles.

g
g g

gGumologist 
Face 

Feeler

Cup 
Keeper Snake 

Milker

THE SPIRIT p.21

The Holy Spirit is like the floodlights at a large sporting event or the theatre. The point of the lights is
so we can see the action in front of us. We aren’t to look around and watch the lights and say ‘Oh my, what
a bright light’. If we do that the lights have failed in their mission, and we failed in our understanding.
The lights mean we can see the action, so keep looking at the action. Every time we look at Jesus, the
Holy Spirit is doing his work. If we talk about Jesus, we’re doing a Holy Spirit thing.

Father Spirit

Us Son

Use the drawing tool to draw arrows 
describing the sequence of God 
revealing his truth to the world.

M
Who ends up benefitting 

from the Holy Spirit’s 
work in the Trinity?

....

RECAP

The Holy Spirit is ___________________ 

WHERE IS THE SPIRIT FROM?
We have worked out who the Spirit is. Now we need to see where he’s from.

READ JOHN 14:16–17.

2. What does each member of the Trinity do here?

The Son __________________ the Father.

The Father __________________ the Spirit.

READ JOHN 14:26.

3. Complete this sentence:

The __________________ will send the __________________ in the name of the __________________.

READ JOHN 15:26.

4. We see all the members of the Trinity at work in this verse. Fill out what each does:

The Son __________________ the Spirit.

The Spirit __________________ Father.

The Spirit __________________ Son.

5. Both the Father and the Son send and give the Spirit, and the Spirit is willing to go. What does that 
tell you about the three members of the Trinity?

d d

gGumologist 

gFace 
Feeler

gCup 
Keeper
gSnake 

Milker

© CEP 2015 — THE SPIRIT  Digital student handbook issued under licence for use in 2023 school year only

Chapter 2 / The Spirit is about Jesus with intensity

The Spirit

Why teach on the Holy Spirit?
The breath hovering over the waters in Genesis. The helper promised by Jesus 
in John 14. The tongues of fire in Acts. To many, the Holy Spirit is confusing, 
misunderstood or outright ignored. Yet the Bible says he is no less than the giver of life 
and essential to creating, shaping and guiding the lives of Christians.

How does The Spirit fit within a broader RE program? 
A biblical understanding of the Holy Spirit informs all other aspects of Christian life 
and faith, such as prayer, meeting with other believers, serving with humility, and how 
we read the Bible.

Unit outcomes
By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

• appreciate that the Spirit plays a role throughout both the Old and
New Testaments

• comprehend the distinct role the Spirit, as God with us, has in the
lives of Christians

• understand that the Spirit is equal to God and should therefore be worshipped.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 4979 
Student handbook  $10.95  Code 4980 
Digital student handbook  $9.95  Code e4980 
The Spirit (textbook)*  $14.95  Code 4978

* � NB: Students will require access to this book—either as a class set or their personal copy—as well as their own 
Student handbook.
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More online resources support this unit
http://cepteacherslounge.com (see pages 10–11) 

It seems humans will   
never tire of trying to 

understand how life began 
here on Earth. In an 
interview with Andrew 
Denton on Enough Rope, 
the physicist, Professor 
Brian Cox, said, ‘fi nding out 
about the universe is not an 
option for us. It’s essential’. 
He went so far as to say, 
‘If we stop doing science 
and we stop trying to fi nd 
out how the universe 
works then we’ve had it’.1

First thingsfi rst!|  CHAPTER 1  |  John 1:1–14

©Valeria Mezzanotti/The New York Times

John 1:1–14

10:104

  John 1:1–5
1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without 
him nothing was made that 
has been made. 4 In him was 
life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

Genesis 1:1–5
1 In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. 2 Now the 

earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of 

the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, ‘Let there be 

light’, and there was light. 4 God 

saw that the light was good, and 

he separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light 

‘day’, and the darkness he 

called ‘night’. And there was 

evening, and there was 

morning—the fi rst day.

John tells us ‘in the beginning 
was the Word’ (John 1:1). 
Compare the opening verses of 
the Gospel of John with those 
of Genesis. Consider what 
connection is made with the 
initial creation.

It is no coincidence that these 
passages contain similarities. 
John writes, ‘Through him [the 
Word] all things were made’ and 
‘without him nothing was made 
that has been made’ (John 1:3).

The Word is undoubtedly signifi cant to the 
beginning of the world, but who is this ‘Word’? 
What clues does the passage give us?

If we substitute Jesus’ 
name for ‘the Word’, 

how does the passage 
read (v 1)? In the beginning 
was [Jesus], and [Jesus] 
was with God, and [Jesus]

was God (v 14). [Jesus]

became fl esh and made 
his dwelling among us.

When John chooses the 
title ‘Word of God’ for 
Jesus, he is equating Jesus 
with God—who created the 
world with his words.

In Genesis 1, we read how 
God spoke creation into being:
God said, ‘Let there be light’. (v 3)

God said,  ‘ Let there be a vault between the waters to separate
water from water’. (v 6)

God said,  ‘ Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 
and let dry ground appear’. (v 9)

God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation’. (v 11)

God said,  ‘ Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night’. (v 14)

God said,  ‘ Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 
fl y above the earth across the vault of the sky’. (v 20)

God said,  ‘ Let the land produce living creatures according to 
their kinds’. (v 24)

God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image’. (v 26).

10:106

John 1:1–5
1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without 
him nothing was made that 
has been made. 4 In him was 
life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

Genesis 1:1–5
1 In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. 2 Now the 

earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of 

the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, ‘Let there be 

light’, and there was light. 4 God 

saw that the light was good, and 

he separated the light from the 

darkness. 5 God called the light 

‘day’, and the darkness he 

called ‘night’. And there was 

evening, and there was 

morning—the first day.

John tells us ‘in the beginning 
was the Word’ (John 1:1). 
Compare the opening verses of 
the Gospel of John with those 
of Genesis. Consider what 
connection is made with the 
initial creation.

It is no coincidence that these 
passages contain similarities. 
John writes, ‘Through him [the 
Word] all things were made’ and 
‘without him nothing was made 
that has been made’ (John 1:3).

The Word is undoubtedly significant to the 
beginning of the world, but who is this ‘Word’?
What clues does the passage give us?

If we substitute Jesus’

name for ‘the Word’,
how does the passage 
read (v 1)? In the beginning 
was [Jesus], and [Jesus]

was with God, and [Jesus]

was God (v 14). [Jesus]

became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.

When John chooses the 
title ‘Word of God’ for 
Jesus, he is equating Jesus 
with God—who created the 
world with his words.

In Genesis 1, we read how
God spoke creation into being:
God said,‘Let there be light’. (v 3)

God said,‘ Let there be a vault between the waters to separate
water from water’. (v 6)

God said,‘ Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 
and let dry ground appear’. (v 9)

God said,‘Let the land produce vegetation’. (v 11)

God said,‘ Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night’. (v 14)

God said,‘ Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the vault of the sky’. (v 20)

God said,‘ Let the land produce living creatures according to 
their kinds’. (v 24)

God said,‘Let us make mankind in our image’. (v 26).

10:10 6

10:10

Why teach John’s Gospel?
This unit investigates Jesus’ extraordinary claim, ‘I have come that you might have life 
to the full’, by contrasting it with the pre-eminent cultural ideals of the good life. The 
discussion-orientated student magazine promotes student-led inquiry and learning.

How does 10:10 fit within a broader RE program?
John’s Gospel is full of challenging, complex and rich imagery and senior students 
are most capable to engage with texts constructed in this way. Moreover, this unit 
provides a perfect opportunity to consider Jesus’ offer of ‘life to the full’.

Unit outcomes
By the end of the unit, students will be able to:

• examine the evidence for Jesus’ claims identifying the ‘signs’ in John’s Gospel,
and be able to articulate what Jesus’ offer of ‘life to the full’ might look like

• recognise Johannine language and usage

• appreciate the depth that Old Testament allusions and references bring to
John’s Gospel.

Duration
10 lessons offering 1–2 terms’ worth of work.

Teacher’s manual  $59.95  Code 5564 
Student magazine  $10.95  Code 5565 
Digital student magazine  $9.95  Code e5565
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NOTESSEMINAR TERM 3A 

JESUS: DEAD 
OR ALIVE?
Big question: Why do Christians believe that Jesus is alive?

Answer: Christians believe that the story of Jesus is true history and that 
there is sufficient evidence that Jesus not only died on the cross, but rose 
again from the dead.

Curriculum outcomes: [SS.U.1,  SS.U.2, SS.U.3, SS.U.4, SS.A.1, SS.S.1, SS.S.2, SS.S.3]

AT A GLANCE
Connecting Exploring Forming 

10 mins 30 mins 10 mins

Welcome, expectations 
and introduction to the 

Big question

Activity: Guess the flag

Video segment 1:  
‘Did Jesus really die?’

Bible focus 1:  
What does the Bible say 

about Jesus’ death?

Discussion: What do these 
characters have in common?

Video segment 2:  
‘Did Jesus really come back 

from the dead?’

Bible focus 2:  
Other reasons Christians 
believe in the resurrection

Video segment 3:  
‘Did the disciples stage the 

whole thing?’

Think-pair-share: did the 
disciples hide Jesus’ body?

Optional: Extra-biblical 
stories of what happened to 

Jesus’ disciples

Ticket to Leave/Reflection

Important note: To gain access to the NUA videos, you need to register 
at https://nuafilmseries.org/nua-film-series-registration-form

5 
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So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 He had to carry his own 

cross. He went out to a place called the Skull. In the Aramaic 

language it was called Golgotha. 18 There they nailed Jesus to the 

cross. Two other men were crucifi ed with him. One was on each 

side of him. Jesus was in the middle.

19 Pilate had a notice prepared. It was fastened to the cross. 

It read:

   JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

20 Many of the Jews read the sign. That’s because the place where 

Jesus was crucifi ed was near the city. And the sign was written in 

the Aramaic, Latin and Greek languages. 21 The chief priests of the 

Jews argued with Pilate. They said, ‘Do not write “The King of the 

Jews”. Write that this man claimed to be king of the Jews’.

22 Pilate answered, ‘I have written what I have written’.

23 When the soldiers crucifi ed Jesus, they took his clothes. They 

divided them into four parts. Each soldier got one part. All that 

was left was Jesus’ long, inner robe. It did not have any seams. It 

was made out of one piece of cloth from top to bottom.

24 ‘Let’s not tear it’, they said to one another. ‘Let’s cast lots to see 

who will get it.’

This happened so that Scripture would come true. It says, 

‘They divided up my clothes among them. They cast lots for what 

I was wearing.’ (Psalm 22:18)

So that is what the soldiers did.

JOHN 19:16b–42
Make a note of anything 

that fi ts the following:

The Romans were 
experts in crucifi xion

Jesus’ death 
was public

Other observations

HO 1
© CEP 2022—ISSUED UNDER LICENCE FOR 2023 SCHOOL YEAR ONLY

THINK 
FAITH

SEMINAR
JESUS: DEAD 
OR ALIVE?

TERM 3A
Years 11–12

Digital

THINK
FAITH

SEMINAR
JESUS: DEAD
OR ALIVE?

TERM 3A
Years 11–12

Think Faith Seminars
If you’re leading large groups of students or need material for a special event, 
our Stage 6 seminars could be just the ticket.

This entirely digital curriculum features exercises that can be done in discussion 
groups, activities led from the front, as well as material to support times of personal 
reflection. There are 8 seminars, each designed to cover a hot topic question in 
one session.

The seminars feature activities to get students thinking, exercises to help students 
explore the Bible, and creative and engaging video resources to bring the topics to life.

Think Faith is issued for one calendar year and priced on the number of students being 
taught. A licence gives you access to the full Think Faith catalogue of lessons for Stage 6. 

Stage 6 (Years 11–12)

Term 1A: What is the meaning of life?

Term 2A: Jesus: fact or fiction?

Term 3A: Jesus: dead or alive?

Term 4A: Jesus: myth, martyr or made-up?

Term 1B: Is God good?

Term 2B: Why aren’t Christians perfect?

Term 3B: Why isn’t the Church perfect?

Term 4B: Why is Jesus worth paying attention to?

Stage 6 (Years 11–12)  Please contact us for pricing  Code e482C

New for 
2023
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Ordering
Our friendly staff are always available 
to answer your questions and provide 
advice on the right material for you and 
your school.

Our webstore allows you to order online 
and receive an invoice directly. If you 
have never purchased from us before 
and would like to create an account, 
please email or call our sales team with 
your school’s details, including ABN.

If you do have an existing account, your 
details remain unchanged. However, the 
fi rst time you use our webstore you will 
need your CEP account number and your 
school’s ABN to place your order. Your 
CEP account number can be found on 
any previous CEP invoice or statement.

Note

Shipping costs are additional to the 
product prices within this catalogue. 
Go to cepstore.com.au/shipping 
for details.

Returns are accepted under special 
circumstances and conditions. A returns 
request must be made in writing within 
14 days from the time of delivery of 
products. Once your request is received, 
it will be assessed by our sales team 
and an authorised returns form may 
be granted. Any unauthorised returns 
will not be accepted. All eligible 
returns will be processed as account 
credit. To view our Returns Policy, go to 
cepstore.com.au/shipping 

Thank you for choosing 
CEP curriculum!
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