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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL LESSON

WHAT |5 S0
AMAZING ABOU T

CHRISTMAS?

The amazing part of Christmas is that Jesus
really was born, really did live, and really is the
saviour of the world.

We all have different favourite parts of the Christmas season. It might be the food, the fun, or the festivities.
It might be the cookies left out for Santa or the carols playing in the stores.

For Christians, Christmas has a more important meaning than food, fun and festivities. Christmas is a time
for Christians to reflect on the gift of Jesus, God’s Son, the promised Saviour and King.

In this lesson, students will consider why Christians believe Christmas isn’t just a story that’s made up,
but is a real event which took place in real history. And, if the birth, life and death of Jesus really happened,
that means it has a real impact on life today!

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

Topic What is the best part of Christmas?
Duration 1 lesson
Focus Students will consider the following questions:

Why do we celebrate Christmas?

What was the story of the first Christmas?

Why is Christmas especially important to Christians?

What was surprising about the very first Christmas?

What does Jesus’ birth tell you about why Christians worship him?
What happened next after Jesus was born?

How was Jesus' life different from anyone before him or since?
Why do Christians still worship Jesus today?

Outcomes See below.




Outcomes for Christmas Special Lessons

UNDERSTANDING

Students will be able to:
identify the key Bible stories that predict the coming of Jesus [CS.U.1]
explain why the Christmas story is so important to Christians [CS.U.2]
describe the events leading up to the birth of Jesus [CS.U.3]
show how Jesus' life (as recorded in the Bible) was unlike that of anyone

else before or since. [CS.U.4]

ACQUISITION

Students will learn that Christians believe:
God worked through the descendants of Abraham and David to send Jesus
as the Saviour of the world [CS.A.1]
Jesus is the Saviour whom God promised. [CS.A.2]

SKILLS

Students will be able to:
use critical thinking to reflect on why Christmas is so important in our
culture [CS.S.1]
analyse the biblical story of the first Christmas and consider its relevance
today [CS.S.2]
connect between current cultural practices around Christmas and their
origins in the original story. [CS.S.3]

RELATING TO GOD

Students will understand that:
Christians believe that Jesus is the Saviour whom God promised [CS.RG.1]
Christians acknowledge that the whole Bible (Old Testament and New
Testament) is all about Jesus [CS.RG.2]
Christians believe Jesus'’ life fulfilled Old Testament promises about God'’s
coming Saviour and King [CS.RG.3]

Christians trust in what Jesus has done for them and recognise him as
Saviour and Lord. [CS.RG.4]

RELATING TO OTHERS

Students will understand that:
Christians acknowledge that sin has broken human relationships [CS.R0.1]
Christians understand the importance of forgiveness and repentance in their
relationships with God and others. [CS.R0.2]

RELATING TO THE WORLD

Students will understand that:
Christians recognise that God is the creator of the world [CS.RW.1]
Christians acknowledge that the world is not the way it originally was at
creation due to the effects of sin [CS.RW.2]
Christians find comfort in difficult situations in their own lives and the world
around them by thinking about the future that has been secured for them
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. [CS.RW.3]

NOTES



SPECIAL LESSON

WHAT IS

SO ANV
ABOUT

AZING

CHRISTMAS?

Big question: Luke 2:1-20 What is amazing about the first Christmas?

Answer: The amazing thing is that Jesus isn’t a story—he was really born

and really impacts life to this day, over 2,000 years later!

Curriculum outcomes: [CS.U.2] [CS.A.2] [CS.RG.1] [CS.RO.2] [CS.RW.3]

AT A GLANCE
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CONNECTING

M
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EXPLORING

FORMING

14 mins

15 mins

10 mins

Do first: Team race and
Find-a-word

What is your favourite?

Additional resources
Workbook handout prizes
(if appropriate)

Bible exploration
Bible talk

Additional resources
Luke 2:1-20 LUMO video

Talk reflection time
Farewell

Additional optional games

NOTES




CONNECTING

(¥ ENGAGING @ 7 mins

Do first: Team race and find-a-word

As students come in, divide them into groups. (Ideally, each group will have
a seminar helper with them.)

Hand out the Think Faith Special Lesson: What is so amazing about
Christmas? workbooks and instruct students to work as a group to complete
the Team race and find-a-word activities on Worksheets WS 1.1 and WS 1.2,
including the amazing phrase that is left in the first three lines once the
words in the find-a-word are found. (NOTE: The winning team must have all
of the answers correct!)

LINK STATEMENT

You might be familiar with the story of the first Christmas, but there
are some aspects to it that might surprise you. Did it surprise you
to learn that the Bible doesn't say whether Mary rode on a donkey?
Or, that there weren't necessarily only three wise men?

Today we're going to look at some more amazing parts of the
Bible's story of the first Christmas.

(¥ ENGAGING @ 7 mins

What is your favourite?

Direct students to complete the ‘What is your favourite?’ activity on
Worksheet WS 1.3 in the Think Faith Special Lesson: What is so amazing
about Christmas? workbooks.

Give students time to share with their group. You might also want them to
report back to the larger group.

NOTES



EXPLORING

@ ¥ INSTRUCTING ® 7 mins

Bible exploration

Play the video ‘LUMO-GOSPEL OF LUKE CHAPTER 2:1-21’ at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9Fx_Q32dHaE Encourage students to read along
on the ‘Bible exploration’ pages on Worksheets WS 1.4 and 1.5 in the Think
Faith Special Lesson: What is so amazing about Christmas? workbooks.
After reading both sheets, have students answer the questions on the second

Bible Exploration page. Group leaders can spend some time discussing the
students’ reflections.

@ ¥ INSTRUCTING ® & mins

Bible talk

Have the seminar leader give the talk using the prepared talk notes. The key
takeaway points from the talk are:

* sometimes Christmas might feel ‘not quite right’
« the first Christmas was ‘not quite right’

* there are many things people might choose as the most amazing part
of the Christmas story

« for Christians, the most amazing—and most important aspect of the
Christmas story is that it is true: Jesus really was born in Bethlehem

* ifJesus really was born, then maybe he’s worth checking out?

Students can make their notes on the ‘Talk reflection’ page on Worksheet
WS 1.6 in the Think Faith Special Lesson: What is so amazing about
Christmas? workbooks.

FORMING

(") REINFORCING @ 5 mins

Talk reflection time

After the talk, divide students into groups again, and have group leaders
facilitate sharing among students of reflections from the talk. They can also
take time answering any questions the students have. You may wish to use
the template and questions on Worksheet WS 1.7 to help with this exercise.

NOTES
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If there is time, some of these questions can be answered by the seminar

leader from the front. N O | E S

If you do this, remember the question answering framework from the
Youthworks Sensitive Issues Policy.

For some questions, you may want to:
» defer (answer not in front of the whole group)
* delay (offer to answer in the next seminar)

* answer after research (offer to make the time to answer at another
time, such as a lunchtime group)

* not answer ever (some questions will take you outside of the Think
Faith Scope and Sequence and should not be answered in SRE).

-

"YREINFORCING @ 2 mins

Farewell

Spend some time wrapping up the key theme from the front, ensuring the
following points are made:

* the most amazing thing about Christmas is that it really happened:
Jesus really was born

» for Christians, this means that he is the saviour God promised.
You may want to ask the students, ‘What does this mean for you?’

You might want to hand out flyers to local church Christmas events as the
seminar finishes. Note that in order for this to be possible, permission must
be sought and granted from the school principal.



ADDITIONAL GAMES

CHRISTMAS TREE DRESS-UP @ 7 mins

Materials needed: A bag of Christmas tree decorations for each group.

Using a bag of decorations provided, have teams ‘dress up’ one of their
members as a Christmas tree.

After the time has run out, the trees can parade around the room and
students can vote by cheering for the best one.

CHRISTMAS PICTURE TAG @ 7 mins

Materials needed: Butchers’ paper, textas.

Divide students into teams and have the students race through this list of
Christmas story drawings, with one student drawing the picture and the
rest of the group guessing the Christmas phrase as quickly as possible. These
phrases can be printed on small cards for the student drawing to pick up
and read without showing the rest of the group:

* Mary and Joseph on the way to Bethlehem
* noroom at the inn

* baby Jesus in a manger

* wise men carrying gifts

* angels appearing to the shepherds.

MYSTERY BOX @ 7 mins

Materials needed: Boxes containing different items related to the Christmas
story (a different item for each group). This may include a stuffed animal
cow, some straw, a baby’s dummy or some toy plastic gold coins.

Have the students take turns putting their hand in the box without looking
at the box item, and trying to work out what the object is.

Once they’ve guessed the item, ask the group to talk about how the item
relates to the Christmas story.

NOTES



TALK

THE CHRISTMAS SURPRISE @ 10 mins

Introduction

Have you ever noticed that your body seems to be able to sense that
Christmas is on its way? There’s that feel in the air in Australia as the days
grow longer and warmer. When you feel it, you start to realise that the
year is about to end and the season of parties, Christmas carols and too
much food is approaching.

But what if you’re an Aussie who has moved to the Northern Hemisphere?

This was the case for someone I know who lived in China. In April, with
the warmth of spring in the air, she caught herself thinking that Christmas
was just around the corner. Yet, the year had only just begun.

And when the end of that year in China rolled along for that friend, having
Christmas in the cold just felt not quite right!

What response do you have when you sense that the Christmas season is
upon us?

I want to acknowledge that in this room there will be all sorts of feelings
generated when we think of Christmas.

You may love seeing the Christmas decorations in the stores and in your
houses. You may wait all year for the chance to sing your favourite carols.

You may be salivating over your favourite Christmas treat. But, there is
a chance that for you, like my friend who lives in China, something just
doesn’t feel quite right.

The amazing Christmas

Let’s take a moment to think about the very first Christmas. I think you’ll
find it wasn’t quite right, either. And it was full of surprises.

You might be really familiar with the Christmas story, or maybe today is
the first time you’ve ever heard about it. I'm going to give you a challenge:
see if you can work out which part is the most amazing.

Option 1: Jesus’ birth didn’t go as planned

Mary and Joseph had to travel 150 kilometres to another city with no
guarantee of comfort. Mary ended up giving birth, not in a hospital or
a house, but in a stable meant for animals.

If Christmas doesn’t feel quite right for you this year, think about how
difficult the first Christmas was too:

Luke 2:6-7 says, ‘While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came for
the child to be born. She gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She
wrapped him in large strips of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger.

10
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That’s because there was no guest room where they could stay’.

Typically today, women give birth in hospitals with doctors and midwives N O | E S

on hand. But Mary gave birth in a dirty stable, far from home.
Instead of a doctor she was surrounded by barn animals.

Instead of a nice clean bassinette, baby Jesus slept in an animal’s
feeding trough. Instead of the smell of hospital antiseptic, there was that
unmistakable smell of animals (like when you walk through the sheds at
the Easter Show).

You might think Jesus’ humble birth is the most amazing part of the
Christmas story, but it’s not!

Option 2: The most amazing birth announcement ever

While birth announcements today are usually shared on social
media, twenty or thirty years ago, people would pay to print a simple
announcement in the local newspaper.

Jesus’ birth announcement was something completely different!

In Luke 2:11-12, the angels say to the shepherds, ‘Today in the town of
David a Saviour has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. > Here
is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger’.

Jesus’ birth was announced by angels! Jesus’ birth was that important.

But what’s even more interesting is that this important birth wasn’t
announced to royalty or priests. Instead, it was to ordinary working
men: shepherds.

Maybe you might think that this is the most amazing part of the story—
that the birth of Jesus, God’s Son and the King of all people, was announced
to lowly shepherds. But it’s not!

Option 3: The response of the shepherds

If it’s not the birth, and not the birth announcement, what’s the most
amazing part: maybe it’s the shepherds’ response?

In Luke 2:15, after hearing the angels, the shepherds say, ‘Let’s go to
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about’.

There are some things in life you have to see firsthand.

For those who have been to Egypt, they say that looking at photos of the
pyramids in books is nothing compared with the sheer scope and scale
you get when you stand at the foot of them.

And we all love the Sydney New Years’ Eve fireworks, but seeing them on
TV just doesn’t do them justice. It’s so much better in person.

For the shepherds, if this baby was so important that angels burst into
spontaneous song, then they had to go and see it firsthand!

11



Some might think that the shepherds’ enthusiastic response was the
most amazing part of the Christmas story. But it’s not!

If it’s not Jesus’ birth, or the angels or the shepherds that’s the most
amazing part, then what is the most amazing part of the Christmas story?

The most amazing and most important part of the story, for Christian
believers, comes at the beginning of Luke 2. It was right at the beginning
of the passage, and I bet you’ve already forgotten it.

‘In those days, Caesar Augustus made a law. It required that a list be
made of everyone in the whole Roman world. 2 It was the first time a list
was made of the people while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 Everyone
went to their own town to be listed.’

Did you catch it?
Can you work it out?

These verses aren’t just boring historical detail with weird names and
the archaic census information. These verses are arguably the most
important part of the Christmas story.

Why?
Because without these verses, none of it matters!

These two verses and others like them in the Bible show us we can’t treat
the Christmas story as a nice one that we only think about at Christmas
time, or hear about in Scripture class and forget as soon as the bell goes,
or treat like any other fairytale.

These verses show us that what we’re reading are real, historical events:
* There really was a Caesar Augustus
* Hereally did decree that there was a census

* This census took years, and over the years of the census Quirinius
was governing Syria.

These are verifiable facts. They have been included by Luke, a researcher
and the writer of this part of the Bible. He deliberately included them to
show that these events aren’t mere stories. They are real.

And if these facts are for real, then the whole story of Christmas is worth
checking out. Right?

Conclusion

This story of Christmas is worth exploring further. For those unfamiliar
with the Bible, it may seem like just another story, but the historical details
show that it’s much more than that.

So, will you be like the shepherds and go see for yourself what all the fuss
is about? Perhaps take a moment to read the story again and consider why
someone might think this story is so important.

Christmas may not be quite what you expect. And that’s what makes it so
amazing.

12
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TEAM RACE

Race against the other groups to find the correct answers.

UNSCRAMBLE THE CHRISTMAS WORDS

* RGENMA
 HDESPERHS
« SSAIHME
« EMTHEBHEL

MATCH THE WORDS ABOVE TO THEIR MEANING

The King and The town where
An animal’s Saviour God People who God’s King was
feeding trough promised to look after sheep going to be
send born

WHICH STATEMENT IS TRUE?

Mary definitely rode a donkey to Bethlehem.

O
N\

Jesus was definitely born on December 25th.

There were definitely three wise men.

®
g
X
J N

Jesus' birth was predicted over 900 years before he was born.

The innkeeper definitely told Mary and Joseph that there was
no room in the inn.

WS 1.1




FIND-A-WORD

N R F M S R M X U N E | | N
S E J D o D T L A | G K T C
W U M E J S E P | S N R Q E

Angels Bethlehem Census Frankincense
QU Gold Myrrh Inn Joseph
@ King Manger Shepherds Wisemen
\@ Promise Luke Matthew Jesus
: \ Mary

THE AMAZING PHRASEIS ...

WS 1.2




WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ...

Christmas food CArist mas 3/‘1[’ Z
CAhristmas Cradition CAristmas holiday
/ oCaZ‘ 1on

O
N\

Christmas Other Christmas
Me/y/ory favourite

®
3
N
/N

WS 1.3



BIBLE EXPLORATION
LUKE 2:1=21

In those days, Caesar Augustus made a law.

It required that a list be made of everyone in the
whole Roman world. ? It was the first time a list
was made of the people while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 Everyone went to their own
town to be listed.

4 So Joseph went also. He went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea. That is where
Bethlehem, the town of David, was. Joseph went
there because he belonged to the family line of
David. ® He went there with Mary to be listed.
Mary was engaged to him. She was expecting a
baby. ¢ While Joseph and Mary were there, the
time came for the child to be born. 7 She gave
birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped
him in large strips of cloth. Then she placed him
in a manger. That’s because there was no guest
room where they could stay.

8 There were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby. It was night, and they were taking care
of their sheep.  An angel of the Lord appeared
to them. And the glory of the Lord shone around
them. They were terrified. ° But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news.

It will bring great joy for all the people. * Today
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to
you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. 2 Here is how
you will know I am telling you the truth. You will
find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying
in a manger’.

Caesar Augustus

O
N\

time in history under Roman rule.

Census

®
g
X
N

God's special King.

Angel
A messenger from God. In this story,

announcement.

The Roman emperor (ruler) at the time Jesus
was born. He was in charge of a huge empire,
including Israel, where Jesus was born. This
shows that Jesus was born during a specific

An official count of the population. People
had to return to their ancestral hometowns
to register. The census is the reason Joseph
and Mary travelled to Bethlehem, fulfilling
an ancient prophecy about the birthplace of

angels announce the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds. The angels show that Jesus'’
birth is a special event, worthy of a heavenly

Q

X

A~

13Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven
also appeared. They were praising God.
They said,

14 ‘May glory be given to God in the highest
heaven!

And may peace be given to those he is pleased
with on earth!’

15The angels left and went into heaven. Then the
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about’.

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph
and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger.
17 After the shepherds had seen him, they told
everyone. They reported what the angel had said
about this child. *® All who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them. '° But Mary
kept all these things like a secret treasure in her
heart. She thought about them over and over.

20 The shepherds returned. They gave glory and
praise to God. Everything they had seen and
heard was just as they had been told.

21 When the child was eight days old, he was
circumcised. At the same time he was named
Jesus. This was the name the angel had given
him before his mother became pregnant.

Lo % i

Bethlehem

A small town in Israel, known as the
birthplace of Jesus. It's also called ‘The City
of David' because King David was born there.
Jesus being born in Bethlehem fulfills Old
Testament prophecies about where God's
king would be born (Micah 5:2).

Manger

A feeding trough for animals. When Jesus
was born, Mary placed him in a manger
because there was no other place to stay.
This detail shows the humble circumstances
of Jesus' birth.

WS 1.4
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BIBLE EXPLORATION
LUKE 2:13-20

'3 Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven )4 # /s sz DHISI, nq abocd the story?
also appeared. They were praising God.

They said,

14 ‘May glory be given to God in the highest
heaven! And may peace be given to those he is
pleased with on earth!’

15 The angels left and went into heaven. Then

the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about’.

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph
and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger. ) 4.7 Qe Stions do you have?
17 After the shepherds had seen him, they told
everyone. They reported what the angel had said
about this child. *® All who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them. ** But Mary
kept all these things like a secret treasure in her
heart. She thought about them over and over.

20 The shepherds returned. They gave glory and
praise to God. Everything they had seen and
heard was just as they had been told.

O
N\

®
g
X
N

WS 1.5




TALK REFLECTION @
Jeswus : 5/‘/‘2‘/’1

What did you learn? What questions did you have?

Tq/}e ange/ S

What did you learn? What questions did you have?

The s /78//78/‘0/5

What did you learn? What questions did you have?

Qx
@

O
N\

Zmas @)

The BEST part of Christmas

What did you learn? What questions did you have?

\\‘0
Chr%s
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PERSONAL REFLECTION

What is something you've been REMINDED of?
9,

0
\

®
g
N
J N

What is a QUESTION you have? @

WS 1.7



TEAM RACE

Race against the other groups to find the correct answers.

UNSCRAMBLE THE CHRISTMAS WORDS

* RGENMA MANGER
« HDESPERHS
« SSAIHME ~ /S/MESSIAH
« EMTHEBHEL / BETHLEHEM

WORDS ABOVETO TH EANING

/ \

MATCHT

The King and The town where
An animal’s Saviour God People who God’s King was
feeding trough promised to look after sheep going to be
send born

WHICH STATEMENT IS TRUE?

Mary definitely rode a donkey to Bethlehem.
Jesus was definitely born on December 25th.

There were definitely three wise men.

( Jesus’ birth was predicted over 900 years before he was born)

The innkeeper definitely told Mary and Joseph that there was
no room in the inn.

TR 1.1
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FIND-A-WORD

G NN)J E (s)(w)

NGELS)E

R
L E H E M) E

Angels Bethlehem Census Frankincense
Gold Myrrh Inn Joseph

King Manger Shepherds Wisemen
Promise Luke Matthew Jesus

Mary

THE AMAZING PHRASEIS ...

Jesus is Gods Son sent as a gift

TR 1.2
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